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PBEFACE. 



"I haye here made a nosegay of culled flowers, and nothing » 
my own bnt the string that binds them." — ^Montaigne. 



With all firankness, the writer of the follow- 
ing Beminiseences confesses that his labours 
have rather been those of an Editor than of 
an Author. On the solid foundation laid by 
authors of maturer age and graver judgment, 
he has erected a light structure, the propor- 
tions of virhich, he confidently hopes, will not 
be found " out of all plumb /' and, shrink- 
ing from "the cant of criticism,'^ he b^s 
each generous reader to '' give up the reins 
of his imagination into his author's hands — 
be pleased he knows not why, and cares not 
wherefore/' 
^ There are some classes of readers who 
^ never peruse a Preface; but to those who 
J may glance at this Introduction, the Author 
f begs to intimate that, though business may 
I never lead them to New South Wales, an 
^ a2 
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imaginajy voyage thither, a ramble through 

the streets, and a survey of the "lions" of 

Sydney may satisfactorily beguile a leisure 

hour. The plan of the dty will enable 

them to accompany the author with facility 

in his walk amid the charming scenes once 

spread before his view. 

To those friends who have not hesitated to 

aid him in this undertakii^, the writer offers 

this little volimie, as a tribute of respect and 

esteem^ and a token how pleasant are bis 

remembrances of Sydney. Sweet dreams of 

memory ! "Well has the poet pictured the 

delightful hours devoted to recoUecticms of 

kind jQriends and beauteous scenes : 

*' There are some heart-eDtwiniog hours in life. 
With sweet seraphic inspiration rife. 
When mellowing thoughts, like music on the ear. 
Melt through the soul, and revel in a tear. 
And such are they when, tranquil and alone. 
We sit and ponder on long periods flown. 
And, charmed by Fancy's retrospective gaze, 
live in an atmosphea^e of other days ; 
Till friends and faces, flashing on the mind, 
Conceal the havoc Time has left behind." 

London, June 17, 1850. 
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RECOLLECTIONS OF SYDNEY. 



CHAPTER I. 

^ V0TA6E — MEETING A. TESSSL^-THB CANABT AIO) CAFE DE 
VEEDE ISLAITDS— CROSSING THE LIlfE — CHRISTMAS AT SEA— 
AU8TEALIA IN SIGHT— A BACE MOBS ENLIVENING THAN 
AHT RUN ON THE TUB»— ARRIVAL AT 8TDNET. 

Sixty years ago a few huts were reared amid the 
slightly-cleared brushwood aud eucalypti, near 
the margin of a cove, on the southern shore of a 
i)eautiful and conunodious harbour, extending some 
fifteen miles inland from the great Pacific, which 
laves the eastern coast of Australia. Now, a large 
and handsome city there sits on her rocky throne 
--the metropolis of the eldest settlement planted 
in the new Southern Continent by our enterprising 
fellow-countrymen — and the waters of that noble 
Wbour are whitened by sails wafted thither from 
every quarter of the globe. 

The voyage from London to Sydney is long and 
patience-trying to the eager, hopeful spirit, though 
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far from dreary and monotonoius. And here it 
should be noticed^ that trivial incidents at sea 
asscune a wonderful degree of importance. Look 
at the crowd of vessels in the London Docks — 
many of them nnladen and presenting nearly the 
whole of their bulky forms to the view, while 
every pole is bare, and every bit of canvas stripped 
from the yards, as a forest in autmnn, when the 
foliage lies yellow and mouldering on the ground, 
and scarcely a leaf remains to flutter in the breeze. 
Select one from that crowd of shipping : you look 
at the name on her stem, and bestow a rapid glance 
on her ^m her hull to her royal masts, and then 
pass on without £EU*ther examination. But meet 
that vessel on the broad bosom of ocean, and you 
will watch with tihrilb'ng interest her stately fonn 
and gracefal movements, wMLe the very breezes 
seem to murmur in admiration^ and with gentle 
voice to cry, " A ship T 

Every telescope on board is eagerly turned 
towards her, even when her topsails are but seen a 
speck on the horizon* Onward she comes, nearer, 
nearer, nearer : and now she is about three miles 
off our starboard bow, and responds to our signals 
by displaying the English ensign. 



BECOLLECnONS OF STDKICY. 3 

"What ship is that?" "What port do you 
come from?". "Where are yon boimd to?' 
"How many days have yon been ont?" — are onr 
first inqniries : for now she is our close companion, 
and the brightly-bumished epeaking-trmnpet is in 
requisition. 

See the poor emigrants, clustering on her deck, 
like a swarm of bees : how intently they direct 
their attention to our vessel, which has gallantly 
overhauled the Psyche^ for such we will assume 
to i}e the name of the stranger-ship. Hope on, 
hope ever ! The land you seek will afford you 
plenty of labour and ample remuneration for it. 
Emigrants! whom poverty has, with oppressive 
hand, driven from your dear native country, if you 
have heads that can boldly plan, and — 

** Hands that will execate, nor flinch, nor tire," 

—you have little to fear : your lives will be spent 
profitably and happily enough in Australia. Listen 
to the latest news from Sydney : the hosts of im- 
migrants from England have been received, and 
employed to the advantage of the Colony, with 
htde, if any, reduction of wages. A speedy and a 
prosperous voyage to you I It is time to say so, 

b2 
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.,'0 gilded the western horizon with its 
beams, frequent lights are seen glancing 
!L the windows of the neat homes ashore, 
' ..^ ddually we pass the island, the beauties of 
^ h, unfortunately, are shaded from our view. 
.na, one of the Canary Islands, is about 
miles in circumference, and is sitnate in 
p -S deg. K; long. 18 deg. W. The soil is 
^ ' in com, wine, sugar-canes, and fruits, and 
Nfc*." *' are many kinds of quadrupeds and birds ; 
Ii. id, the island abounds with goats to such an 
r nt, that it once rejoiced in the name of 
aria for that very reason. The chief town, 
called Palma, is neat and rather large ; and 
liarbour forms a safe retreat for shipping of 
'^rent nations, which trade there for wines, 
ly thousand pipes of which are annually ex- 
ted to the West Indies and elsewhere. 
rhe next morning we were favoured with a 
mpse of the Peak of Teneriffe, so distant as 
ircely to be distinguished but by a practised eye 
om the dusky clouds, amid which its sharp- 
ointed head is exalted to the height of. nearly 
bree miles above the level of the sea. Teneriffe 
is in lat 38 deg. 18 min. N. ; long. 17 deg. W. 
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A few extracts from a log-book, written at the 
time when the following incidents occurred, may 
be as acceptable to our readers as a new version 
of the narrative :— 

Wednesday, October 7, 1847.— We tacked con- 
tinually between the small islands Bravaand Fogo. 
The gig was lowered at 8 am.; and Oaptain 
Coombes, with six of onr fellow-passengers, went 
therein to Brava, and landed near the Oustom- 
honse, a large plain building on the shore. 
Thence they proceeded, monnted on sure-footed 
'' jackasses," as the Portuguese natives called them, 
up a continually steep ascent to the chief town, two 
miles inland. After dessert and wine with the 
governor and his lady, and after rambling about 
and exploring the beauties of the island for some 
time, Gaptsin Ooombes and our fellow-passengers 
returned in the gig, with several dozen fowls and 
turkeys. The gig was followed by a whale-boat, 
manned by four natives, and convepng several 
bushels of oranges and bananas. The banana is a 
luscious fruity somewhat resembling the melon in 
flavour, and a monster French bean, or small 
cucumber, in external appearance. With this 
supply, we were not destitute of fresh fruit and 
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provisionB for a long time. The accoimt of this 
day's adventure, whieh formed a grand era in our 
nautical history, afforded ns considerable amnse- 
ment for many weeks. 

The day was exceedingly bright and fine, and 
tlifi scenery aronnd ns was very beautiful. The 
position of the islands varied continually, for we 
tacked every quarter of an hour. But when Brava 
reared its precipitous sandstone cliffs, and its 
heights clothed with orange-groves and rich ver- 
dTU?e, and studded with little white villas even to 
the summit, astern of us, then two small but ex- 
tremely verdant isles were on our larboard quarter, 
while immediately ahead the still higher ranges of 
Pogo, with its neat village, two or three churches, 
and a variety of farm-houses, with lands inclosed 
hy orange-hedges, completed the panorama ; and 
we may safely affirm, that the gently-undulating 
blue waters gliding between the richly verdant 
islands, and the sun, which beamed so brightly 
and serenely from the clear blue sky above, added 
not a little to the charms of the scenery. Brava, 
one of the Cape de Verde Islands, is four leagues 
W.8.W. of Fuego, or Fogo ; in lat^lS deg. N. ; 
long. 24 deg. 30 min. W. The natives are very 
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swarthy; for not only are they descendants of the 
Portuguese settlers and of the natives, whom they 
brought with them, but the heat, of the climate 
darkens their complexion considerably. The 
island produces abundantly oranges, lemons, 
maize, gourds, water-melons, potatoes, &c. Horses, 
cows, asses, and hogs, are numerous ; and there is 
plenty of fish on the coast 

The Cape de Verde Islands, ten in number, 
were discovered, a.d. 1499, by Antonio Nolli, a 
Genoese, in the service of the Infant Don Henry 
of Portugal. Madeira and the Azores were also 
discovered and colonised by that enterprising 
prince. 

For a few days we were detained by calms, and 
our gallant vessel 

" Stack, nor breath nor motion. 
As idle as a painted ship 
Upon a painted ocean ;" 

but on Thursday, November 11th, at about three 
o'clock in the morning, we crossed the Line, a fine 
breeze wafting us on in a S.W. course, 9 knots per 
hour. After dinner, the sailors afforded us some 
harmless ftm, distinguished by its merciful cha- 
racter from the rough treatment to which novices 
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have many a time submitted, for the amusement 
of the tars on board her Majesty's ships of war 
and the principal merchant vessels. 

Wednesday evening. — ^We passed the island 
Trinidad at the distance of twelve or fifteen miles. 
It was a fine bright evening, and we were favoured 
with an excellent view of the two singular conic 
rocks, rising abruptly to the height, of about 800 
feet on each side of the centre peak, the summit of 
which is nearly 2,000 feet above the level of the 
sea. Trinidad is situated in lat 20deg. S. ; long. 
30. deg. W. It has no safe anchorage for ships, 
and is altogether unsuitable for the habitation of 
man, wild goats and parrots being the only in- 
habitants of its almost inaccessible rocks and 
glens. 

Monday, December 20. — Thick foggy weather, 
but a spanking breeze. Distance run in twenty- 
four hours, from noon yesterday, 239 knots. : J 1 , 

Tuesday, 21. — ^Running four knots hourly, with 
port studding-sails set. Lat 46 deg. 13 min. S» ; 
long. 60 deg. 19 min. E. The surface of the 
ocean is scarcely ruffled, the sun beams brilliantly 
from the unclouded sky, and we seem alone on 
the waters. There is no ship in sight, spreading 
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oat all her canvas to catch the slight breeze— there 
are no whales, displaying their monstrous backs, 
and spouting high into the air — ^no porpoises, 
gaily leaping out of the water — ^no albacores, sport- 
ing in shoals amid the waves. There are no 
albatrosses (their brown backs contrasted with 
their snowy breasts, their short necks, quick round 
eyes, and sturdy heads, bearing the same analogy 
to the inferior beauty of man, as the gracefdl pro- 
portions of the swan to the fascinating contour of 
female elegance and lovelineBs)r— no albatrosses, 
expanding their large pinions, and hovering roimd 
the stem of the vesseL There are no flying fish, 
darting out of the water to avoid their merci- 
less pursuers the dolphins, and anon dropping 
wearied into the very jaws of their enemiee. 
Theie are no stormy petrels, expanding their 
small dusky wings, and flitting cheerily over the 
sea — ^no Cape pigeons, presenting to our admiring 
notice their beautifdlly-speckled wings of black 
and white, nor any other interesting creatures to 
be seen around ; yet we have plenty of amusement 
within doors, as we cluster round the stove fire, 
and laugh, and joke, and sing, according to the 
. merry Christmas custom. 
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Saturday, 25. — ^Rniming under double-reefed 
topeailB before a very stiff breese. Lat 45 deg. 
21miiL S. ; long. 90 deg. 10 min. K 

« Tis Chiistmas; we see not on old Engliah gronnd 
The Tiigin-white mantie of snow ipread around ; 
Ear thence our good ahip bears ni on, as she braves 
The prond-sweDing might of the foam-crested waves.** 

On Thursday, January 6th, 1848, we were in 
lat 39 deg. 65 min. 8.; long. 187 deg. 41 min. E. 
On the evening of the next day, Mr. Saunders, 
the second mate of the Medway, on the look out 
from the main cross-trees, gladdened the crew by 
shouting " Land, ho I" 

On Saturday morning, January 8th, we sighted 
Eing^s Island on the starboard side, and Gape 
Otway, with the adjacent coast, shelving off to- 
wards Port Philip, on the larboard beam. 

On Sunday morning we sighted Glennie's 
Islands, backed by Wilson's Promontory. At 
noon we spoke the ClifUm^ bound for Auckland ; 
and Oaptain Eettlewell, her commander, came on 
board, and fEivoured us with his company for an 
hour or two. At the departure of Captain Kettle* 
well to his own ship, our studding-sails were im- 
mediately set before the freshening breeze, and a 
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gallant race between the Medway and the Clifton 
ensued. It was a spirited scene, as both vessels, 
running almost side by side, sailed rapidly past 
the chalky cliffs of Curtis* Island, while the Devirs 
Tower on the north, and Kodondo on the W J^.W., 
raised their lofty heads at a moderate distance, 
and the dusky form of Wilson's Promontory 
appeared far astern. In half an hour the ships 
parted company ; and the next evening the Clif- 
ton was out of sight Having passsed through 
Bass's Straits, famous for its multitude of little 
islands, we sailed in an KN.K course. 

On Tuesday, the 11th, we sighted Cape Drome- 
dary, remarkable for the two elevations on its sum- 
mit, resembling the humps on the back of the 
useful animal whose name it bears. About thirty 
miles inland there appeared a range of mountains, 
among which a singularly-shaped hill, called the 
Pigeon-house, was conspicuous. The four fol- 
lowing days we were prevented from making 
northward by a foul wind, and were obliged to 
tack continually, running alternately E.S.E. and 
W.N.W. 

At 11>A.M,, Saturday, the 15th, the yards were 
squared, and studding-sails set before a fine 
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southerly breeze. At noon, we spoke the Peti- 
yard Park, bound from Sydney to London. At 
six o'clock on the morning of 

Sunday, January 16, 1848, we were .ronning 
abreast of Botany Bay ; and still continuing our 
favourable course, with studding-sails and royals 
taken in, we had a good view of the alternately 
high craggy rocks and chalk cliffs of the coast, on 
our larboard beam, while forest-crowned hills ap- 
peared in the background, and farm-houses and 
cultivated lands formed the middle portion of the 
landscape. At nine o'clock we anchored in Sydney 
Cove, after a four months' voyage ; and at 10 a.m. 
landed on the red dusty sands of the Circular 
Quay. We proceeded forthwith to St. Andrew's 
temporary Cathedral, where prayers were read, a 
sermon delivered, and the Holy Sacrament of the 
Lord's Supper administered by the Rev. R. K. 
Sconce, assisted by the Rev. H. 0. Irwin. 

Serious must be the termination of the first 
chapter of our little volume; for solenm and 
heartfelt were our emotions of thankfulness to 
Him who had watched over us by night and 
by day, in the fearful storm and in the placid 
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calm. How true and forcible are the words of the 
Pgalmis^— 

** Th^ that go down to the sea in ahips, and occnpy their 
bofliness in great waters : 

** These men aee the works of the Lord, and His wonders ia the 
deep. 

** For at His word the stormy wind ariseth, which liftetli up 
the waves thereof. 

** He maketh the storm to cease, so that the waves thereof are 
still. 

"Then are they glad, because they are at rest; and so he 
bringeth them nnto the haven where tiiey would be.** 
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CHAPTER II. 

i SnrCH OP THE BISB AUD FE0GBB88 01 KMM SOUTH WALES, 

Australia, or New Holland, as it was first called, 
extends from lat 43 deg. 42 miiL S. to within 10 
deg. ^ min. of the Equator, and from 110 deg. 
30 min. to 153 deg. 80 min. E. long. The 
^tch certainly had the honour of discovering the 
wegtem part in 1628, and the south-east coast, 
with Van Kemen's Land, in 1642 ; but England, 
Btill more enterprising, has adopted as her own 
those immense and advantageous territories, and has 
formed extensive settlements on the west, the south, 
the south-east, and tihe eastern coasts. 

The settled districts of New South Wales Proper 
extend along part of the eastern coast of Australia, 
from about lat 31 deg. 30 min. to 36 deg. S., and 
from long. 149 deg. to 153 deg. E., at the northern 
extremity ; and from 149 deg. to 151 deg. E. at 
the southern terminus, the coast running obliquely 
in about a N.E. by N. direction. But it must be 
^nie in mind that the located districts scarcely 
occupy a tenth part of the extensive territory which 
^eara the name of New South Wales. 
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Owing to the imperfectionfl of the map from 
which the data of the list were gleaned, the counties 
Stanley and Macqnarie are omitted in the foregoing 
table. Macquarie comity contains a population of 
1,919 male8,and490females, in all 2,409 individuals. 
Stanley county is not included in the population table 
given in the " Penny Cyclopaedia," which the kind- 
ness of the publishers has enabled us to insert. 
Beyond the boundaries of location there were 8,564 
males, and 1,616 females, forming a total of 10,180 
mdividuals. The whole population of the colony 
in the year 1841 amounted to upwards of 125,000 
individuals. By the census of March, 1846, there 
were found to be in New South Wales 114,769 
males, 74,840 females; total, 189,609. 



Population, March, 1816! 


Males. 


Females. 


TotaL 


Bom in the Cobny . . . 
In other British dominions 
1 Foreign 


33,8M 

81,309 

1,146 


81,220 

43,259 

361 


63,534 

124,568 

1,507 


j Total 


114,769 


74,840 


189,609 


• Persons nnable to read . . 

' Read onlv 

Read and write 


89,347 
15,898 
59,524 


30,046 
14,780 
30,014 


69,893 
30,678 
89,688 




114,769 


74,840 


189,609 
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From the population tables, given in the '* New 
South Wales Almanac and Annual Bemembrancer, 
for 1848," published by Messrs. Oolman and Pid- 
dington, George-street, Sydney, it appears that 
upwards of 9,000 persons were engaged m com- 
merce, trade, and manu&cture, 13,900 in agricul- 
ture, 19,000 in grazing, 900 in horticulture ; the 
labourers, mechanics, and artificers numbered 
22,800, and domestic servants 10,600 ; the mem- 
bers of the clerical, legal, and medical professiouB 
amounted to 800. There were above 95,000 
members of the Church of England, 85,000 other 
Protestants, and 57,000 Roman Oatholics. There 
were 7,109 houses in Sydney, and 31,769 in the 
whole colony. 

Let us pause a moment to^ reflect on the large 
and widely-spread population of New South Wales, 
a population receiving an annual increase of 10,000, 
a population clustered within the youthful city of 
Sydney to the number of 50,000, and compre- 
hended within the four counties Cumberland, 
Northumberland, Camden, and Durham, to the 
number of nearly 90,000; while the remaining 
half of the colonists occupy, at a wider distance 
between station and station, the other seventeen 
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ooQBties within the boandnrieB of location, or, pene- 
trating still further and farther into theinterior, are 
content to lead a comparatively solitary life on the 
banks of the Namoy, the Macqnarie, the Lachlan, 
or the Murmmbidgee. 

And then the 180,000 acres nnder caltivation, 
and their yearly produce, confiieting of nearly 
3,000,000 bushels of wheat, maize, oats, barley, 
lye, and millet, and above 60,000 tons of potatoes, 
tobacco, and grasses for hay, lead us to notice the fer^ 
tility of the soil, which produces abundantly under 
even careless management ; while the number of 
horses, cattle, and sheep distributed over that vast 
territory — ^the very shores of which were unknown 
and unexplored but eighty years ago— <»mnot &il 
to strike us with wonder and surprise. From late 
advices we perceive that the increase of horses, 
catde, and sheep^ since 1846, has been very great, 
as the following table humbly sheweth : — 

ISiS. 1849. 

Hones .... 77,000 97,400 

Homed Cattle , . 1,140,200 1,366,200 

Sheep 4,910,000 6,580,600 

Pigs ...... 40,000 No- account given. 

33,000 sheep and 10,000 cattie are annually 
Blaughtered in the colony, while the produce of 
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those that are melted down amounts to nearly 
20,000 cwt of tallow. 

Value of the imports, from 1841 to 1846, 
inclusive, 9,801,239?. ; value of the exports, 
6,405,371?. 

Advices from Sydney of January 21, 1850, state 
that the revenue returns are satisfactory, the in- 
crease on the year is 30,770?.; on the quarter 
9,850?. The greatest augmentation has been in 
the customs : total revenue for 1849, 288,044:?. ; 
for 1848, 257,274?. 

The Sydney Herald states, on the authority of 
several respectable wool-growers, that the clip this 
season, in New South Wales, falls very short of the 
average of many years past; in some instances 
varying from two to eight ounces per fleece. The 
deficiency is attributed to the three montiis' drought, 
and consequent scarcity of food immediately after 
the shearing of the previous year ; and was likely 
to prove a serious drawback on the advance in the 
price of wool. At the end of January last, super 
clips were sold from Is. 1 Jd. to Is. .2Jd. per lb. at 
Sydney. 

Having thus reviewed the present state of the 
colony, we may direct our attention to its forma- 
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tion sixty-two years ago : — ^** In 1787, the British 
Gk^vemment had detennined to form an establish- 
ment in Australia, in order to empty the gaols and 
lionses of correction ; to transplant the criminals 
to a place where, by labour, with moral and relir 
gions instruction, their conduct may be reformed, 
jto afford at the same time an asylum for free emi- 
grants, and to provide a present relief and future 
benefit to the mother-country. With these objects 
in view, Captain Arthur Phillip, of the Royal. 
Navy, sailed from Portsmouth, May 13, 1787, with 
eleven ships, intending to settle the colony at 
Botany Bay, where he arrived January 20, 1788. 
Botany Bay, however, was found to be by no 
means an eligible harbour, being open to the 
easterly winds, which, whenever they blow vio- 
lently, roll in a heavy sea from the Pacific; 
besides that^ the land which Sir Joseph Banks had 
represented as a series of beautiful meadows was 
found to be nothing but swamps and sand." — 
Fenny CycloptBdia, 

K, however, Botany Bay were ineligible, surely 
no harbour could be found tending more to the 
commercial prosperity of a new settlement than 
Port Jackson. We can picture to ourselves the 



24 RECOLLECTIONS OF SYDNEY. 

rapidly increasing pleasure and satisSEiction of the 
first governor and his adherents, as the sailor, 
Jackson, discovered the entrance hetween the 
headlands, and the expedition sailed down the 
magnificent harhonr. The names of the humble 
are not unfrequently lost, while those of the rich and 
proud are perpetuated ; but the name of that sailor 
will not readily be forgotten, as long as the com- 
modious bays of Port Jackson bear on their calm 
blue waves the ships of many nations. The 
shores of the harbour were then thickly wooded; 
but gradually were the gum-trees and underwood 
cleared away, and neat buildings erected for the 
accommodation of the civil and military officers. 
In 1790, the governor's house was the only one 
erected of stone; the rest were built with logs, 
plastered, and roofed with shingles. The soldiers 
were in barracks ; and the officers had comfortable 
huts with gardens adjoining. " The colony, for 
the first year, experienced many difficulties ; but, 
under the judicious care of Governor Phillip, these 
were overcome; and every encouragement was 
given to well-behaved convicts to become culti- 
vators of the soil on their own account. For years 
the exclusively penal character of the country con- 
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turned, none proceeding thither but convicts, the 
troopB and officers necessary to control them, their 
families, and a few merchants." — Byme*8 AustrO' 
Ua. Nothing worth the name of exports existed 
for the first twenty years of the colony's yonth. 
About the year 1804, Mr. Macarthur introduced 
sheep, the first clip of which sent to England 
weighed 250 pounds. Since that time the annual 
weight of wool has been increasing in an accele- 
rated ratio, imtil it now amounts to above sixteen 
millions. While New South Wales had but one 
stifle of export, it was liable to great reverses on 
the depreciation of the London markets ; but now, 
with tallow, hides, horns, oil, whalebone, and other 
articles, the loss on one or more exports is made 
up for by the profits on others. The imports con- 
sist of many necessaries and luxuries which 
Englishmen cannot do without, or think they can- 
not. 

The first roads were made by convict labour, at 
the expense of the British Treasury. Much of the 
road to Bathurst is cut out of the sides of the Blue 
Mocmtains; and the traveller sees a tremendous 
precipice above him, on the one hand, and beneath 
him on the other. In parts there are openings, 
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which plunge down into terrific abysses, bounded 
by sandstone cliffs of 1,000 feet high, into almost 
inaccessible valleys, where the eye wanders for 
many miles. There are several excellent bridges, 
for the most part constructed of timber, but many 
of stone. Many of these- span dry beds, except 
when the waters suddenly come down from the 
wild hill country in what is called a fresh. During 
the drought of 1838, the River Macquarie was dry 
for months, and there was no water left in its bed ; 
but, after the rain had fallen heavily for some 
time, the river rose more than bank high, carrying 
down timber of all sizes, from the vast forest- tree 
to the sapling, on its irresistible stream. Such is 
the general character of the rivers of New Hol- 
land. " From 1828," we again quote from " Byrne's 
Guide to the Australian Colonies," " the progress 
of New South Wales has been extremely rapid. 
At that period a free emigrant population began 
to arrive, and many men of capital were induced 
to carry their means thither by the prospect of 
large grants of land, which were freely bestowed, 
until Lord Ripon abolished the system in 1834." 

New South Wales has now ceased to be a penal 
settlement (the last convict ship, the Eden, arrived 
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Bt Sydney, November ISth, 1840), an advantage 
by no means trifling to the coloniBta, both in a 
moral and political point of view. While the con- 
vict system continued, the British Government 
did not deem it advisable to grant a Legislature 
to the colonists, in consequence of the jarring in- 
terests of the free settlers and the wealthy eman- 
cipists, for so are the convicts termed, who have 
passed in the colony their respective terms of 
transportation, or have been pardoned by Govern- 
ment But, since 1843, the colonists have returned 
their own representatives to the Legislative Coun- 
ciL Nor is this the only advantage gained by the 
colonists from the discontinuance of transportation 
thither ; for, as the free immigrants were averse to 
undertake the services performed by convicts, the 
gradual diminution of the convict population would 
do away with those antipathies, and the immigrants 
wotdd labour with cheerfulness and industry. 

It is scarcely, then, to be wondered at, that the 
revival of the transportation system, indicated in 
Earl Grey*s despatch of the 3rd September, 1848, 
was strenuously opposed by the colonists. In the 
Legislative Council, on the 1st of June, 1849, Mr. 
Cowper moved the following resolution, which 
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was carried imanimoiialy : — " That thifl Goimcil 
declines to accede to the proposal contained in die 
despatch for the renewal of transportation to this 
colony, and strongly protests against the adoption 
of any measure by which the colony would be de- 
graded into a penal settlement; and that this 
Council, therefore, would earnestly entreat her 
Majesty to be graciously pleased to revoke the 
order in Council, by which this colony has been 
again made a place to which British ofiPenders may 
be transported." In consequence of the refusal of 
the colonists, at the Cape and Sydney, to receive 
convicts from England, orders were issued la£it 
October from the Home-ofi&ce, for the convicts, 
1,400 in number, then awaiting transportation, to 
be forwarded to Moreton Bay and Norfolk Island. 

It may be proper to add a brief chronology of 
the most important events in the history of the 
colony : — 

1788. Jan. 26. Capt. Phillip anchored in Sydney Cove. 

1795. Aug. 7. Capt. Hunter, Qoverma of New South Wales, 

arrived. 
1800. Sept. 28. Capt. Eing arrived. 
1806. Aug. 13. Capt. Bligh (who was afterwards snspended in 

consequence of his misgovemment of the colony) arrived. 
1810. Jan. 1. Major-General Macqaarie arrived. 
1810. Oct. 20. Sydney Market estahlished. 
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1810. Dec. 26. St. Philip's Chnith epnaecnited hj ike Bct. S. 

- Marsden, Colomal Chaplain. 
1821. Dec. 1. Major-Oeneral Sir T. Brisbane arrived. 
1825. Dec 19. Lientenaat-Genenl Darling amved. 
1829. Aug. 21. 'Eixit meeting of the Old LegisktiTe Coaxuai 
1831. Dec. 3. Major-Oeneral Bonrke arrived. 
1834. Sept. 2. Moreton Baj settlemeBt ertaUidied, in 28 deg. 

S.ktitade. 
1837. May 16. Foundation-stone of St. Andrew's Cathedral laid. 

1837. Jime 28. A severe &U of snow in the neighbourhood of 

Sydney, reminding ib» ooknists of ''Home, sweet 
Home." 

1838. Feb. 23. Sir George Gipps arrived. 

1840. Ang. 20. Transportation to New Sontfa Waleseeaaed. 
184tl. May 24. Oas first used at Sydney. The gas-works are 

situate in Snssex-street, which rons parallel to Darling 
Harbour. 

1841. Nov. 1. Eirst municipal election. 

1843. Jnne 15. First election of members for the City of Sydney. 

1843. Ang. 1. First meeting of the New Legislative Council, 

elected by the socages of the colonists. 

1844. May 7. First election of District Counsellors. 

1846. March 25. Dr. Leichhardt returned to Sydney from his 
overland expedition to Port Bwington, the most northerly 
point of Australia. 

1846. Aug. 3. Sir C. A. Fitzroy arrived. 

1848. Jan. 16. Sight Bev. the Biahop of Newcastie arrived at 



1948, May 25. Death of Sir Maurice Charles O'Connell, Com- 
mander of the Forces from 1838 to Dec. 1847, when his 
successor, General Wynyard, arrived at Sydney. 

« New South Wales, inclusive of Port Phillip, 
extends over the south-eastern portion of Australia. 
The western boundary extends from the shores 
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of the Southern Sea in 39 deg. S. lat, along 
141 deg. E. long., to 26 deg. S. lat On the east 
it is washed by the Pacific, and on the south by 
Bass's Straits and the Southern Sea. It lies between 
14:1 deg. and 154: deg. E. long'., the most eastern 
point being Cape Byron (near 29 deg. lat) Its 
length, from north to south, is about 900 miles, 
and its average width about 630 miles. About 
one tenth of this immense country is within the 
limit of location; the cattle-stations have spread 
over a country three times more extensive; the 
remainder (about three-fifths of the whole) is in 
the undisturbed possession of the aborigines. The 
interior consists of wide plains, interrupted by 
ranges of low mountains. The waters collected in 
these plains (flowing for hundreds of miles under 
the names of the Darling, the Lachlan, the Mur- 
rumbidgee, and their tributaries) are united into 
the Murray Kiver, which disembogues in South 
Australia." — "Penny CyclopcBdia, 

The useful work from which the above sketch of 
the immense extent of New South Wales has been 
gleaned will afford ample information relative to 
the agriculture, botany, ornithology, zoology, cli- 
mate, (&;c., of Australia in general, and New South 
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Wales in particular. The title and nature of our 
humble littie volume forbid a regular description, 
however brief, of those vast territories. 

In the remaining chapters we invite our readers 
to a survey of the City of Sydney, occasionally 
tempting them to leave the metropolis, and 
wander over sundry portions of New South Wales 
glancing at its natural features, admiring its salu- 
brious climate, noticing the manners and customs 
of the aborigines, contrasting the native occupants 
with those that have been introduced into the 
settlement within the last sixty years, alluding to 
the flourishing state of the colony, and hopefully 
looking forward to its future advancement and 
prosperity. 
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CHAPTER in. 

POST JACKSON — FOBT FHILUP AND ITS SlONALS — SYDHXT 
CntCULAB QUAY — ST. FHILIP'S CHTJECH — TMNITT GHUBCH — 
GXOKOE^TKEET — COLONIAL NEITSPAPXSS— THX BABAACXS — 
THB POST-OITIGX — STXAM-PACXXT BOUTS— VHS BOTAL HOTEL. 

The morning snn has risen with ahnost meridian 
splendour; our ship, wafted on by a moderate 
fayonring breeze, is dashing through the ocean 
waves ; the bold line of the Australian coast ap- 
pears on the left, and we gaze with wonder on the 
gigantic cliff, the Southern Head of Port Jackson, 
and admire the lofty circular light-house of free- 
stone surmounting it, the lantern of which sheds, 
from sunset to sunrise, its brilliant revolving light, 
at the height of sixty-seven feet above the massive 
rock, and 345 above the sea. On the summit of 
the cliff also, near the light-house, is a signal-staff, 
having a yard-arm across, standing at a little dis- 
tance from the signal-master's dwelling, which is a 
small neat edifice of stone. The superintendent of 
the light-house, from January to June, 184:8, was 
Mr. Siddons, who probably still occupies his ele- 
vated situation. We have long since sent aloft, by 
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the gaff-halliards, the Englifib endign ; and now the 
signal-master at South Head has hoisted the nnme* 
rical flags, inquiring, "What ship is that?' and 
the number of our vessel, under the first or second 
distingnishing pendant, as the case may be, is dis- 
played in reply. The code of signals used at 
Sydney South Head is that compiled by Oaptain 
Marryat^ a copy of which is in the possession of 
nearly every English merchantman. A small blue 
flag IB now appended to the south yard-arm of the 
ngnal-sta£P,and intelligence of the port from which 
the vessel has come is telegraphically commnni* 
cated to the signal-master at Sydney. A pilot- 
boat, probably manned by New Zeaknders, meets 
ns from the harbour : Mr. Jackson, Mr. Moffitt, or 
Mr. Gibson, mounts the ladder at the gangway, 
shakes hands with the captain^ and offers his 
services to pilot us up the harbour. Two men are 
now stationed at the wheel, all hands are at the 
braces to alter sail, and an exciting and spirit- 
stirring scene ensues. Baving passed the extreme 
point of South Head, we turn suddenly to the left, 
and enter Port Jackson. 

As the vessel is steered in about a W.S.W. 
coarse, we cannot but admire the beautiful scene, , 

D 



34 RECOLLECTIONS OF STDNEY. 

strikingly contrasted with the bold, craggy, preci- 
pitons rock which forms the eastern side of South 
Head; for here a gentlyHdoping shore, covered 
with brushwood, which has in many places •been 
cleared away to make room for handsome stone 
villas, verdant lawns, and tastefully-arranged gar- 
dens, is presented to our view. The numerous 
bays, chiefly situate on the south side of the har- 
bour, are sufficient, according to common report, 
to contain aU the shipping in the world. Of these, 
Sydney Cove is chiefly patronised by the merchant 
ships, and Darling Harbour by the vessels em- 
ployed in the coasting trade. In Bose and Wat- 
son's Bays ships may frequently be seen weather- 
bound. Near South Head a church is proposed 
to be erected for the accommodation of the pilots 
and the few other families resident there. A neat 
church is also in course of erection at Alexandria ; 
and its lofly spire will be a prominent landmark. 
As we are now within the harbour, we have done 
with the pitching and rolling so perpetually 
occasioned by the rough dAflhing waves of the 
open ocean ; and, wafted on by a moderate breeze 
over the tranquil blue waters, while the sun beams 
gloriously from the unclouded azure sky, a feeling 
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of gratefal pleasure inspires onr hearts, as we may 
£Euicy our gallant ship is gliding over the peaceful 
waves of some beautiful harbour in the land of the 
&iry elves. But we had forgotten that it is our 
painful duty to abstain from mentioning, in thesein- 
credulous days, those delightful little creatures which 
so fascinated our forefathers. The bustling, toil- 
some world will have nothing to do with the en- 
chanting scenes of fairy-land; "talking birds" 
have turned out to be mere parrots; ''golden 
fountains" nothing but waters on which an every- 
day sun is shining ; and magic caves, chrystal 
palaces, enchanted gardens, and spirit-haunted 
fountains — the graceful, benignant, yet sometimes 
too playful and mischievous fiEdries — ^the nymphs 
of the groves and waters reverenced by classic 
Rome — ^the giants, dwarfs, ogres, and genii — ^have 
vanished all — all dispelled by the meridian light 
of reason. 

Appearing prominently on the landscape, as we 
sail down Port Jackson, is a mansion erected ^by 
the late General Piper, and now the property of 
a gentleman resident at Birmingham. There are 
several neat villas also in the neighbourhood of 
Piper Point Well — now we have passed Brad- 

d2 
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ley's, or Middle Head, as it is sometimes tenned, 
a promontory jutting out from the north, shore at 
the distance of four miles from the Heads ; and 
Sydney, far extending from north to soutii, on its 
foundation of solid rock, claims our admiring at- 
tention. There, on the southern shore, are the 
handsome houses of the gentry, and the numerous 
windmills on the hills of Wooloomooloo — there St. 
James's Church, with its lofty cross-surmounted 
spire, looks down from its elevated site— there 
Garden Island, covered with foliage, is contrasted 
with the low arid rocks of Pinchgut — ^there Gor 
vemment house and stables^ handsome structores 
of pure white stone, rear their battlements above 
the trees around, while immediately before us, as 
we proceed in a westerly course, are Dawes' Bat- 
tery and Fort Phillip : the latter erected on the 
highest ground in Sydney. There are two signal- 
staffs at Fort Phillip ; one corresponding^ telegra- 
phically, with the flag-staff at South Head; the 
other for the especial benefit of the inhabitants of 
Sydney. See, now, a large blue . flag, denoting 
that a strange ship has entered the harbour, and, 
underneath this, a small red numerical pendant, 
showing that the vessel has arrived from London, 
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are flying from the flag-etaff. A ball was pre^ 
vioasly appended to the south yard-ann^ denoting 
that a vessel was in sight from the southward ; bat 
was taken down immediately on onr entering the 
Heads. We have frequently seen flags from the 
rammit of the signal-staff even to the ground, 
when deveral vessels have arrived simultaneously. 
The description of approaching vessels is denoted 
by the upper square flag nearest the staff. 
Strangers are denoted by plain blue, white, red, 
or yellow flags ; Government colonial vessels, by 
crosses; private colonial vessels, by perpendicular 
divisions; and foreigners, by squares, or party- 
coloured divisions ; a blue and yellow chequered 
flag is used to denote steamers; a British man-of- 
war is welcomed by displaying the English en- 
sign. Under these distinguishing flags are hoisted 
smaller triangular numerical pendants, representing 
the ten figures in arithmetic; the numbers ex- 
pressed by which relate to lists of pilots' reports 
published at Sydney. From these lists it appears, 
that flag number 1, being a simple red flag, de- 
notes *' London ;" number 2, a white and blue 
horizontally-striped flag, "Portsmouth;" number 
3, a blue, white, and red perpendicularly 'Striped 
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flag, " Plymouth," and bo on. A mail-packet is 
distinguislLed by a ball hoisted beneath the nu- 
merical pendant ; an emigrant ship is distinguished 
by a white and red perpendicularly- striped pen- 
dant, placed above the descriptive flag ; the nu- 
merical pendant, or pendants, denoting the port 
whence the vessel arrives, being placed below. 
The code is easily understood, and is ^Euuiliar to 
most persons at Sydney. We are, in some de- 
gree, indebted to the "New South Wales Al- 
manac " for the foregoing account of the signals at 
Fort Phillip ; but how far we cannot tell, the re- 
sult of our own frequent observations coinciding 
with the account given in that useful work. 

So lengthened a meditation on the Fort Phillip 
signals could never occupy the mind of the 
stranger, who, pacing the deck of the vessel in 
which he has but newly arrived, gazes with in- 
terest and pleasure on the beauteous scene around 
him. Rather is his attention directed to the neat 
villas of freestone, with their pretty lawns and 
gardens, backed by the dark gum-trees and under- 
wood which cover the heights of the north shore ; 
and the small ferry-steamer, which put off a few 
minutes ago from the Circular Quay, and haa 
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arrived at the north shore, where the Bt Leonard's 
road leads down to the •dge of the water, briefly 
Attracts his notice. Then, as be tarns to the 
southern shore, Fort Macqnarie, erected on a small 
promontory, jutting ont between the Farm Cove 
and Sydney Cove, appears a conspicnons object ; 
i)ehind which. Government-house rears its stately 
embattled towers above the surrounding g^ove. 

Having rounded Fort Macquarie, we anchor in 
Sydney Cove ; and, as soon as the boats can be 
lowered, the passengers proceed ashore, gratify- 
^, at the earliest moment, their anxious wish 
to tread on solid ground, even though it be 
far from the land of their sires, and at the anti- 
podes to 

** The meny homes of England." 

But previously to our going ashore, indeed be- 
fore we have anchored, numerous boats surround 
the vessel; and one of the colonial inspecting 
surgeons (who comes to see whether the passen- 
gers are so healthy that the ship need not proceed 
to the quarantine grounds on the eastern side of 
Bradley's Head), the reporters also of the " Sydney 
Morning Herald," and of other colonial news- 
papers, are the first among the persons who, stimu- 
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lated by motives of affection, interest, bTisinees, or 
cnriosity, board the shipf and welcome the new- 
comers to Sydney. 

The Circular Qoay (which is the chief landing- 
place) runs round the southern extremity of Syd- 
ney Gove : alongside the quay are several first- 
class ships, loading or discharging their cargoes : 
there are also numerous watermen's boats lying at 
the stairs, which are much patronised ia the fine 
weather, an excursion up the harbour being a great 
source of eiyoyment to the lovers of pleasure at 
Sydney. Here are the Oustom-house, and exten- 
sive warehouses and stores, to which others are 
expected to be added soon. 

As we look round the Cove, Fort Macquarie, 
consisting of an octagon tower and raised battery, 
is the principal object on the east ; while on the 
western side, Campbell's Wharf, alongside of 
which seven or eight ships are lying, and Dawes' 
Battery, erected on a verdure-clothed eminence 
sloping to the water, from which a fine view is 
commanded of the harbour, are conspicuous. Be- 
hind these are Fort Phillip, and several plain- 
looking houses standing on the lofty, precipitous 
rock, at the very edg^ of which they seem to be 
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built. In Sydney Cove about thirty shipe are 
asnally at anchor. 

As we leave the Qoay^ the Oircular Qoay Hotel, 
a large handsome stone building, is on onr left ; 
mimediately before ns is a stone column, on which 
are marked the distances to Bathurst, Gonlbum, 
and oliier towns of importance ; and on the right 
are several stores, and the Macqnarie Hotel. 
Taming to the right, we enter Bridge-street, 
^diich leads from GeorgCHBtreet direct to the cas- 
teUated lodge and entrance-gates to Government 
Hoose, the residence of his Excellency Sir Charles 
Augustus Fitzroy. Bridge-street and the Circular 
Qoay are the dustLest phices in ever-dusty Sydney. 

Grossing George-street, we proceed up Church- 
hiU, having on our left the handsome row of pri- 
vate houses called Charlotte-place. There, on our 
right, stands St. Patrick's Eoman Catholic Chapel, 
a beautiful structure, at all events with regard to 
the exterior, erected of freestone and profusely 
adorned with crosses and other ornaments. The 
Rev. T. Eoche was priest of St Patrick's in 1848. 
Oppodie to the Catholic Chapel is St Philip's 
Church, which deserves especial notice for several 
considerations. In the first place, it claims the 
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honour of being the second church erected in the 
colony, Parramatta Ohurch being the oldest. 
Secondly, it possesses a ronnd embattled tower at 
its eastern end, the chancel being at the western 
extremity. 

Let us enter the church during Divine Service 
on Sunday. The Ohurch of St Philip has lofty 
pews, a curiously-carved octagonal reading-desk^ 
pulpit, and sounding-board. On two sides of the 
edifice are two galleries supported by timber Doric 
columns, on the capitals of which rest similar pil- 
lars, sustaining the low roof of the building. The 
gallery at the eastern end of the church (where, 
contrary to all ecclesiastical precedents, is the 
g^and tower entrance) is occupied by the scholars 
of the Sunday School, whose voices in the chants 
and hymns are accompanied by the notes of a neat 
little organ. The gallery on the southern side, 
which feces the pulpit, is occupied by the officers 
and soldiers of the 99th Begiment The chancel, 
which is semi-circular, consists of a small space 
railed off, sufficient to contain comfortably the 
Oommunion Table, the cushions and draperies of 
which, as of the pulpit, are of crimson velvet On 
either side of the western window are large boards 
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with the Creed, the Lord's Prayer, and the Ten 
Commandments, surrounded by a border of orna- 
mental scroll-work duly painted thereon. The 
windowB are smally and semi-circularly arched, but 
undivided by mullions, and devoid of ornament 
The church accommodates about 600 worshippers. 
The devout prayers of the Church of England are 
read by the young and zealous curate of the 
parish, the Rev. R. L. King, and a quaint but very 
impressive sermon is delivered by the Venerable 
l)r. Cowper, Archdeacon of Cumberland — ^vener- 
able not merely with regard to his ecclesiastical 
tide, but for the high respect and esteem with 
which he is regarded by many an inhabitant of 
Sydney, as being the first and oldest of the present 
colonial chaplains — one who has devoted half a 
Hfetime to the furtherance of the eternal salvation 
of the colonists, as a zealous minister of the 
Chnrch of England. 

The Church of St. Philip has been found 
deficient in size for the accommodation of 
^^ parishioners, and has displayed symptoms 
of the decay which is generally the companion 
0? old age, though, indeed, it is not to be 
compared, in respect of age, to many a time- 
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honoured church in our native land, on which the 
sunshine has smiled and the storm has darkly 
frowned for many centuries. A larger, fairer, and 
firmer structure is in course of erection on an 
elevated site not far from the old church ; and its 
lofty tower will be one of the most conspicuous 
objects to arrest the attention of the English 
stranger, as the stately ship, dashing the spray 
from her bows, and cutting a pathway for herself 
through the waves of the rock-sheltered harbour, 
bears him gently on towards the shore of his 
adopted country. 

On the festival of St Philip and St James, May 
1st, 1848, Morning Prayers were read in the old 
church by the Archdeacon of Oumberland, and 
the Communion Service by the Bishop of Sydney. 
The congregation was large and respectable, and 
a considerable sum of money in aid of the new 
church was collected at the Offertory. After 
Divine Service, a large collection of persons 
assembled on the ground which Gk>vemment has 
allotted for the erection of a church and school. 
The 182nd Pslam, the 3rd chapter of the Second 
Epistle to the Corinthians, and the Collect for St 
Philip and St James's Day, were read by the 
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Bishop of Sydney ; and, at his request, the vener- 
able archdeacon laid the fonndation-stone ; and 
deep and heartfelt was his joy, he said, that he had 
been permitted to lay the first stone of so splendid 
a building as the new church would be, and so 
oondacive to the honour of Him whom it was 
fitting to worship in substantial and handsome 
edifices, as proofs of our love and devotion to Him. 
To ^e left of St Philip's is the Scots Church, a neat 
stone edifice, having a tower at the northern end, 
surmounted by a low steeple. The Presbyterian 
Church is unsupported by the State, their claims 
npon the colonial funds being voluntarily relin- 
(joifihed by the congregation. The ministers of 
this Church are the Bev. J. D. Lang, D.D., and the 
Rev. W. Kitchie. 

At the top of Church-hill we turn to the right, 
and proceed along Princes-street^ on the left of 
which we see the Military Hospital, a large 
quadrangular building of stone, with a verandah 
nmning round the upper storey, along which the 
patients may walk for the benefit of the fresh air. 
Beyond the hospital we turn to the left^ and enter 
upon a green^ on which stands Fort Philip with 
the signal-staff and superintendent's house, inclosed 
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by a low octagonal wall of freestone. The bat- 
teries of cannon at Forts Philip and Macqnarie 
command the harbour, and from their situations 
are pretty well adapted to defend the city against 
the attacks of a hostile fleet; though we really 
should tremble for the safety of Sydney, if a few 
seventy-four-gun ships were to sail down the 
harbour with unfriendly intentions. May the 
cannons at Fort Philip never have occasion to 
give other than a peaceful welcome to the ships of 
foreign nations ! 

^ we take our station by the fort, we command 
a fine view of Darling Harbour, Miller's Point, 
the Parramatta Biver, dividing to surround Qo&i 
Island, and then re-uniting and meandering in a 
north-westerly direction towards Parramatta, The 
wharfs and shipping round Miller's Point also 
claim our attention ; while, sheltered as it were by 
the precipitous rock on which we are standing, 
Trinity Church rears its pinnacles to the level 
thereof. Let us descend the steep flight of steps 
cut out of the rock, which is here nearly forty 
feet in perpendicular height, and enter Fort-street, 
where the northern frontage of the church, hand- 
somely erected of freestone, surmounted by elegant 
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piimacleB, elicits our admiration; the remaining 
three sides, being considerably hidden from obser- 
vation by the almost overhanging rock, are |>ro 
tempore erected of wood. If this chnrch were 
completed in the same manner as the northern 
side already built of stone, it might, at least with 
reference to its exterior, be ranked among the most 
handsome edifices of Sydney. We regret that we 
never had an opportonity of surveying the interior 
of Trinity Church ; but a neat organ had, previously 
to our departure from Sydney, been erected to 
accompany the voices of the congregation. The 
Rev. J. 0. Ghylls has for many years held the 
incombency of this church. 

A road leading from George-street in a westerly 
direction to Fort-street has been recently cut 
through the solid rock from thirty to forty feet in 
height. As the writer has passed along this new road, 
he has been reminded of the wondrous excavation 
at Roade on the London and Birmingham Railway, 
the walls of rock on either side varying but littie 
from the perpendicular, and resembling lines of 
stone-work, though the cutting extended but 200 
or 300 yards from George-street to Trinity Church. 

It is worth the labour of re-ascending tiie afore- 
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mentioned steep flight of steps, to stand once more 
on Fort Phillip rock, and contemplate the delight- ' 
fill panorama, consisting of Darling Harbour, the 
pretty suburbs Pyrmont and Balmain, the Parra- 
matta Biver, the numBrous ships and barques lying 
near LamVs, Bott*s,and Delvitte's whar£s, and the 
colonial schooners and cutters enlivening the whole 
of Darling Barbour, which,nmning between Sydney 
and Pyrmont* for upwards of a mile in a southerly 
direction, is peculiarly devoted to their benefit. 
That is the western portion of the panorama; 
while our attention is attracted eastward to the chief 
parts of the town of Sydney, Government Honse, 
St James's Ohurch, the Eoman Catholic Cathedral, 
the Legislative Council Chamber, the suburb of 
Wooloomooloo, with its villas and windmills, 
Sydney Cove with the shipping therein, and Port 
Jackson far extending, till Bradley's Head and 
South Head interpose their bluff forms, effectually 
shutting out the prospect of the wide and open sea. 
Let us now proceed along Fort-street, where 
&re several neat private residences, to Dawes' 
Point, on which stands the battery which we have 
formerly mentioned. At the junction of George 
and Fort-streets, there is a considerable open space. 
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where may not unfrequently be seen groups of 
persons surveying the harbour. It is a pretty sight 
from this spot to see an English ship emerge as it 
were from its hiding pkce behind Bradley's Head, 
and watch her gracefully nearing the Gove where 
she is to anchor. Long since have her royals 
been furled, and now her top-gallant sails are taken 
in, her mainsail clewed up, her spanker brailed, 
for few are the sails needful to bear her with 
slackened speed to the desired haven. Simulta- 
neously disappear the signal flags at Fort Phillip, 
and the British ensign fluttering in the breeze at 
the stem of the stranger ship. Oheerily, lads, 
cheerily I let the anchor drop steadily. 

" Now calm is her rest 

On the peaoeM breast 
Of the waters gently heaving ; 
Hope-stirring the scene; 
So bright, so serene, 
To the hearts for lost ones grieving. 
<* Why starteth the tearP 
* The friends are not here 
Of your youthful joy and sorrow ; 
Beloved ones, 'tis sweet 
To hope we shall meet — 
But how long ere that glad to-morrow P' ** 

From Dawes' Point let us proceed in a southerly 

direction along George-street. It is expedient that 
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the fiiBt part of our survey of the city of SyiJney 
should Boon termiuate, yet we have much to 
notice ere reaching the Boyal Hotel, which we 
have fixed upon as a tenninuB, where, if at all 
fatigued with our rambles, we may have as much 
rest and refreshment, as we please. 

Having descended a moderately steep hill, we 
have on our left Campbell's Wharf, the Dockyard, 
and the Oommissariat Office, behind which Hie 
royal masts of the shipping point beavenw^ ; on 
the right are several wool-stores, the offices of 
Messrs. Gilchrist and Alexander, G. Mitchell, and 
other shipping-agento and nautical store keepers. 
The Oommissariat Office is a long plain edifice of 
stone, erected in the time of Governor Macquarie, 
that is, some period between the years 1810 and 
1821, during whiah he held the reins of govem- 
menty and exerted himself not a little for the bene- 
fit of the colony, especially by laying out the city 
of Sydney according to a regular plan, and by 
erecting a few plain substantial public edifices, 
more solid monuments of his interest for the wel- 
fare of his people than the marble column or the 
bronze statue. In front of the Oommissariat Office 
sentinels are, continually stationed. The Commis- 
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sariat staff consists of seven gentlemen, under the 
superintendence of T. W. Bamsay, Esq., Deputy 
Commissary Greneral. Adjoining Qaeen*s Wharf 
are the Ordnance Storekeeper's Offices ; the maga- 
zines are under ihe care of Mr» G. Buchanan, at 
Goat Island. 

On Queen's Wharf is a stand for drays ready 
for hire to convey luggage to any part of the 
town. The huildings in this neighbourhood are 
certainly not very prepossessing in appearance. 
As we proceed along George-street, in search of 
finer shops and more imposing edifices, the office 
of the " Sydney Morning Herald" on our left hand 
directs our attention to the newspaper literature 
of the colony. Here, then,' Messrs. Kemp and 
Fairfax publish daily, for the benefit of their 
commercial and other readers, the '' Morning 
Herald ;" to which excellent and widely-circulated 
paper we may unscrupnlously give the title of 
the " Times" of Sydney. St. Julian and Hawkes- 
bury, at their office in King-street, offer the 
": Sydney Ghronicle" three times a week to the 
especial notice of members of the Boman Oatholic 
persuasion. The editors of the ^ Atlas" seek to 
please their dissenting readers by vehemently 

E 2 



62 RECOLLECTIONS OP SYDNEY. 

assailing in turn the Ghnrches of England and 
of Kome. " Bell's Life in Sydney" gratifies the 
sporting characters of the city, to whom the annals 
of the turf and the ring are most acceptable ; and 
a few weeks previously to our departure from 
Sydney in June, 1848, the ** Daily Advertiser" 
had been added to the list of newspapers pub- 
lished in that city ; among which the " Australian 
Journal " chdmed the honour of the greatest age. 
We must not forget to mention the " Sydney 
Guardian," a monthly newspaper especially de- 
voted to the interests of the Ghurch of England. 
A few of the more important provincial towns 
have their weekly organs of general and local 
intelligence. It is but justice to add, that the 
newspaper literature of New South Wales is, for 
the most part^ wisely and temperately conducted, 
though in the colunms of a few of the colonial 
papers may be found virulent partyngpirited arti- 
cles, not unworthy to appear in the " New York 
Stabber" or the « New York Family Spy." 

Proceeding along (Jeorge-street, which is here 
graced with several handsome shops, we cross 
Hunter and Bridge-streets branching off to the 
left, and Jamison-street and Church-hill to the 
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right Having passed Jamison-street, we have on 
our right hand Barrack-sqnare, a large quadrangular 
piece of ground, sloping from west to east^ and 
separated from the street by a high stone wall. 
Here the military perform their daily evolutions, 
though on grand occasions they are reviewed in 
the Domain. The barracks occupy the western 
side of the quadrangle, and consist of a long range 
of brick buildings, two stories in height, with 
numerous windows, and having a plain pediment 
and wide-entrance archway in the centre. The 
mess-rooms iare at each end of the building. New 
barracks are in course of erection at Wooloo- 
mooloo, and on their completion those now occu- 
pied will be pulled down, and handsome shops 
erected in their stead. Opposite to the Barracks 
is the Post-office, a neat edifice with a raised 
stone platform, and a portico supported by large 
fluted Doric columns, the frontage bearing not a 
little resemblance to that of the Assembly Booms 
at Bedford. On each side of the entrance there is 
a long window, divided into compartments, after 
the fashion of the Post-office windows in the prin- 
cipal English towns. At that on the left all 
letters and newspapers are posted for dispatch 
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from Sydney, and at the window on the right 
inquiries are made for letters arrived from foreign 
parts or the interior. We have sometimes been 
amused at witnessing the throng of inquirers on 
the arrival of the monthly Post-office packet from 
Englaud. The letters are delivered twice a-day 
at the house of every known resident in Sydney. 
All mails for the western and southern districts of 
the colony are dispatched at 6 p.m. ; those for the 
northern district at 6 p.m. All mails by laud are 
due by 8 p.m. ; those by water as the packets come 
in. An extra mail for Parramatta is dispatched 
daily. Letters to leave the colony by ship mails 
are received till 6 p.m. ; newspapers till 2 p.m. 

There are eighty post towns in New South 
Wales, inclusive of Port Phillip. Of these, fourteen 
are in the western district, varying from 8 to 230 
miles in distance from Sydney ; thirty-five in the 
southern district, from 20 to 817 miles from the 
metropolis ; the remainder are in the northern dis- 
trict, to the majority of which letters are dispatched 
by water. The principal towns in the western 
district are Parramatta^ Windsor, Kichmond, Pen- 
rith, Bathurst, Carcoar, Canowindra, Wellington, 
Molong, and Mudgee; in the southern district, 
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Liverpool, Oamden, WoUongong, Kiama, Shoal- 
hftven, Ulladnlla, Brotdee, Bemma, Bungoma, Bnn- 
gendore, Oooma, Gfeulbum, Yass,* Melbourne, 
Gedongy and Belfast; in the northern district, 
Newcastle, Morpeth, Paterson, East and West 
Maitland, Singleton, Mnswellbrook, Tamworth, 
Merriwa, Mnrrttnmdi, Port Maoqoarie, Ckrence 
River, Brisbane, and Ipswich (the fonr latter 
beyond the boundaries of location), are the most 
deserving of mention. The postage from Sydney 
to either of these towns varies from 4c{. to 18d., 
according to the distance. Not a little credit is due 
to the present Postmaster-general, Lieut Merion 
Moriaty, and his predecessor, for the arrangements 
made for the regular transmission of the mails. It 
is to be regretted that the colony is not in a suffi- 
ciently advanced state to receive the blessings of 
an uniform twopenny or penny postage. The 
postage of a letter, under half an ounce in weight, 
is Sd. from England. to Sydney, whidi must be 
prepaid, or the letter will not be forwarded. The 
pre-payment of a letter from Sydney to the mother 
country is optional ; but Sd., 6d, 9d., or 1*., accord- 
ing to the weight of the letter, are demanded at 
the Sydney Post Office, when a letter is presented 
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for dispatch from the colony ; nor can any letter 
from England be received by the colonist to whom 
it is addressed without the payment of the afore-' 
said 3d. or 6<i. The postage of a letter from 
London to Parramatta would be 1^. Sd. ; viz., Sd. 
for its passage from the English to the colonial 
metropolis, M, for its lying at the Sydney Post 
Office, and 4d» for its transmission from Sydney to 
Parramatta. — New South Wales Almanac. 

One penny must be pre-paid on every English 
newspaper, and it must be posted within seven 
days of the date of its publication, or it will not 
be forwarded to the colony. Adhesive postage 
stamps, similar ill size to those used in England, 
have recently been struck off. The colours are : 
red. Id. ; blue, 2d. ; green, Sd. The design is the 
Oolonial Seal with the mottoes. 

Last November the Admiralty issued a notifica- 
tion, inviting tenders for the conveyance of her 
Majesty's mails to and fron^ Sydney ; the contract 
to expire at the end of seven years, if twelve 
months' notice be given by either party. Of the 
five proposed routes, that recommended some time 
ago by Lieutenant Waghom, and approved of by 
a majority of the well-selected committee appointed 
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by the London public meeting called at his sug- 
gestion — ^by the Legislature of New South Wales, 
which voted the sum of 6001. per mensem for its 
support — ^by most of the mtnesses examined by 
the Committee of Council — and by such of the 
thinking public as have given the subject due 
and unprejudiced consideration — has been adopted 
as the most worthy. From a recent number of 
the " Times," we perceive that the interference of 
the East India House is the only impediment to 
the contract with the Peninsular and Oriental 
Steam Navigation Company, for forwarding the 
mails to Sydney. The mails between Bombay and 
Suez are at present carried by vessels of the East 
India Company, at an enormous cost. The Penin- 
sular and Oriental Company have offered to carry 
them, not only from Suez to Bombay, but thence 
to Singapore and Sydney also, at less cost. The 
impediment, however, it is anticipated, will soon 
be removed, and the contract completed. 

Miles. Performed in 
England to Singapore, vid 

Aden and Ceylon, dis- 
tance completed .... 8,390 42 days. 
Singapore, vid Lombock to 
Port Essington . . . . 2,060 
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Miles. Ferfon&ed in 
Port Essington, vid More- 
ton Bay to Sydney . . 2,340 
New distance 4,400 22 days. 



Total distance . . . 12,790 64 days. 

The voyage from London to Sydney, round the 
Oape of Good Hope, usually occupies four months, 
though it has been frequently performed in ninety- 
six days; and the homeward voyage, vid Cape 
Horn, about five months. 

As the English stranger passes along George- 
stt^eet, he will not fail to admire the numerous 
handsome shops. Many shops, belonging to the 
linendrapers and booksellers in George and Pitt- 
streets, embellished with plate-glass windows, 
brilliantly lighted with gas, and furnished with 
every requisite on a grand scale, might successfully 
compete with similar establishments in the large 
provincial towns of England. 

The Royal Hotel, near the Post-office, is the 
largest and best in Sydney ; it is a fine lofty stone 
edifice, the front entrance being adorned with a 
portico supported by Doric columns. Above the 
portico a verandah runs along the front of the 
hotel, and another verandah on the second story. 
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Entering the hotel, we may retire to one of the 
nmneroTis well-fumished rooms, and the waiter 
will speedily bring ns the refreshment we require , 
be it a bottle of champagne, or a ** stone fence." 
By a stone fence, gentle reader, is denoted the 
mixture of a glassful of ale and a bottle of ginger- 
beer — a very pleasant beverage in a warm climate. 
Thus refreshed, we may repair to the spacious 
billiard-room, and watch the gome, or even our- 
selves moderately indulge in the amusement ; or, 
remaining in the private apartment, we may muse 
on the astonishing nnmber of licensed places of 
resort for the sale of spirits, the high rents paid for 
them, and the profits of grog-selling. There were 
fi%-nine applicants for publicans' general ale and 
beer licences, in the town and district of Parra- 
matta, for the year commencing on the 1st July, 
184^. We have unfortunately mislaid the list of 
publicans resident at Sydney, but, if we remember 
right, there are no fewer than two hundred. The 
inns and shops are well furnished, not only at 
Sydney, but also at Bathurst, Maitland, Goulbum, 
and other towns of importance. 
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CHAPTEK IV. 

THE MAKKBT-PLACE-— SYDNEY YLORLL 80CIETT— THE POLICB- 
OEFICE— BU8H-EAWGEBS— ST. AMDBEW'S TEMPORAKY CATHE- 
DBAL— IJHE NEW CATHEDRAL OP ST. A]*DBEW— THE ABOBI- 
GINES OF AUSTRALIA— ▲ SKETCH OP THEIR MANNERS AND 
CUSTOMS. 

Lbaving the Royal Hotel, we resume our ramble 
along George-street. Noticing, as we pass, the 
line of cabs ready for hire in front of Barrack- 
square, and sundry auction-rooms, where every 
description of property is disposed of, our attention 
is soon directed to the Market-place, a plain but 
spacious edifice of stone on our iright hand. It is 
divided into four long compartments ; two of these 
are occupied by butchers, where beef and mutton 
are sold at 1 Jd. and 2d. per pound ; while in the 
other compartments fine peaches, grapes, pears, 
apples, bananas, loquots, figs, immense water- 
melons, and other fruits, according to the season ; 
potatoes also, and a variety of other vegetables, are 
disposed for sale. 

This may be the proper place to enumerate the 
prices in the Sydney markets : — 
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Wheat, 48. to 48. 3d. per bushel of 60 lbs. 

Maize, Is. 8d. per bushel. 

Bae flour, 11/. per ton of 2,000 lbs. ; t. e., 1^. per lb. 

Potatoes, 6/. per ton. 

Peaches, 6d. to 2s. per basket. 

l^ectarines. Is. to 28. 6d. per basket. 

Bananas, Is. 3d. to Is. 6d. per dozen. 

Water-melons, 28. 6d. to 48. per dozen. 

Eock-melons, 6s. 6d. to Ss. per dozen. 

Apples, 2^. to 6d. per dozen. 

Pears, 1^. to 4d. per dozen. 

Orleans plums, 3d. per dozen. 

Grapes, l|d. to 4d. per lb. 

Batter, 8d. to Q^d. per lb. 

Cheese, 4d. per lb. 

Bacon and hams, 4|d. per lb.. 

Geese, 6s. per couple. 

Bucks, 4e. per couple. 

Fowls, 2s. to 3s. per lb. 

Beef, 2d. to 3d. per lb. 

Mutton, 1^ to 3d. per lb. 

Yeal or himb, 4d. per lb. 

Bread, 2 lbs. loaf, best quality, 3d. 

Retail prices of a few articles of general con- 
sumption : — 

Fresh butter. Is. per lb. 

Milk, 3d. per quart. 

Cobnial candles, 4d. per lb. 

Cheese, 6d. per lb. 

Coffee, Is. Id. per lb. 

Tea, 2s. per lb. 

Hoist sugar, 3d. per lb. 

Refined sugar, 6d. per lb. 

Colonial tobacco, 9d. per lb. 

Bottled ale, lis. per dozen. 

Porter, Jls. per dozen. 

Port and sheny wines, 308. per dozen. 



62 RECOLLBGTIONS OF SYDNBT. 

The above are the mean rates per advices from 
Sydney of February, 1849. — Byrne's Australia, 

There are few towns and respectable villages iu 
England which cannot boast of their floral and 
horticultural societies — societies worthy to be had 
in honour for the spirit of laudable emulation 
infused by their means not only among wealthy 
floral amateurs, or gardeners by profession, but 
the poorer classes also, whose leisure moments at 
early mom or dewy eve are devoted to the culti- 
vation of their neat cottage-gardens. It is well 
that the love of gardening is thus fostered, " for it 
involves that holy feeling — ^the love of home." 
A brief notice, drawn from memory, of the exhi- 
bition held by the Sydney Floral and Horticul- 
tural Society, March 1st, 1848, will surely not be 
deemed uninteresting. 

Two of the before-mentioned compartments of 
the Market-place were, 'pro tempore^ united, and 
formed one long and spacious apartment, from 
end to end of which extended tables loaded with 
luscious fruits and beautiful flowers. Nectarines, 
apricots, peaches, plums, figs, pears, apples, grapes, 
pine-apples, bananas, and currants, were the chief 
frrdts exhibited, and were doubtless as rich in 
flavour as they were tempting to behold. The 
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rows of plants in pots — ^faschias, geraniums, cal- 
ceolarias, petunias, cockscombs, d^c. — spoke silently 
of tiie skill and industry of the exhibitors, though 
some of the balsams and other plants were not 
deserving of high {«aifie. At the upper end of 
the room dahlias of varied hue, and collections 
of other cut flowers, attracted the attention ; 
while, gracefully aiohing from wall to wall, the 
mscription, formed of dahlias of every tint, led 
the visitor to join in the wiah it plainly and un- 
fflablematically breathed forth in the English (uot 
Oriental) language of flowers — '' Advance, Aus- 
tralia T' Here one of the Sydney private bands 
was stationed, and played a variety of popular 
pieces. But while admiring the beauty of Flora's 
treasures, we must not pass over unnoticed the 
humbler yet more useful specimens of the vege- 
table genera, which, for their size and excellence, 
were deserving of much comm^dation, and 
highly creditable to the exhibitors.. Potatoes, 
cabbages, cauliflowers, onions, carrots, turnips, 
cucumbers, savoys, veg^ble marrows, &c,, graced 
the board ; and tobacco^ colonial wines, an4 other 
nnscellaneous productions were displayed at a 
side-table. The assemblage of visitors, in the 
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afternoon and evening, was numerous and respec- 
table, though the higher classes of society had 
paid an earlier visit to the exhibition. About a 
month before our departure from Sydney, we 
were informed that 0. Moore, Esq., had formed 
a new Botanical Society, under the patronage of 
his Excellency the Governor, his Honor the Chief 
Justice, and several influential gentlemen ; and 
that the exhibitions were to be holden on a 
grander scale than those of the old Floral Society, 
in the Botanic Gardens — a spot far better than 
the Market-place for the proper display of the 
flowers, fruits, &c., and affording high gratifica* 
tion to the visitors on retiring from the exhibitions- 
tent We have since learnt that the Australasian 
Botanic and Horticultural Society held its first 
exhibition, at the end of September, 1848, in a 
spacious tent in the Government-gardens. 

Near the Market-place stands the Police-office, a 
plain stone edifice surmounted by a cupola. The 
entrance to the building is covered by a Doric 
portico, and faces a paved courtyard, which is 
separated from the street by iron palisades. The 
cases of drunken quarrels and of other rows, 
brought before the magistrates, are numerous; 
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but we believe that any respectable person may 
ramble through the streets of Sydney by day or 
night, without fear of pickpockets, or troublesome 
assailants of a similar description. The city is 
paraded by a number of policemen sufficient for 
the safety of the citizens, and robberies on a small 
scale are not very frequently committed It is 
the Bushranger, well-mounted and armed, who 
hesitates not to stop a four-horse coach, and 
trouble the passengers to hand him their purses ; 
it is tbe Bushranger who excites the greatest 
alarm in the breast of the colonial traveller. We 
rejoice, however, to say, that owing to the 
strenuous exertions of the mounted police, under 
their commandant. Captain Nicholson, these lawless 
fellows, who are generally runaway convicts, have 
been so far put down, that the traveller need now 
but little fear the attack of a Bushranger. 

We now come to the old burial-ground of Sydney, 
separated from the street by a low brick wall. 
Many years ago this was found inefficient for the 
sepulture of the dead, in consequence of the rapid 
LQcr&ase of the population of the city, and a new 
cemetery was opened at the south-east extremity 
of Sydney. Even in the latter, though of con- 
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cdderable extent^ there is no room for interments ; 
and it is the intention of the Oolonial Govern- 
ment to establish a new cemetery two or three 
miles from the city. A cemetery was consecrated 
at Oamperdown, a few miles from the metropolis, 
by the Bishop of Sydney, in February, 1849, 
*'for the burial of the dead according to the 
order and nsage of the United Ghmrch of England 
and Ireland. The gromid has been laid out in 
walks and plantations, and the greatest care is 
observed to prevent the desecration of vaults 
or graves." 

Within the old burial-gromid, from which we 
digressed to speak of the more recently-formed 
cemeteries, stands the temporary cathedral, dedi- 
cated to St Andrew, neatly erected of timber, and 
famished in the interior with a reading-desk, altar- 
rails, chancel seats and stalls, and open seats for the 
congregation — allof beantifhlly-carved cedar, which 
species of timber grows abmidantly amid the 
colonial forests. At the western end, over the 
principal entrance, is a gallery occupied by the 
Sunday scholars, whose voices are accompanied by 
the notes of a small but good-toned organ. 

Not far from this temporary edifice is the 
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Cathedral of 6t Andrew, in course of erection, of 
solid stone, five feet in tMckness. The decorations 
of the building, though of course not so gorgeous 
and elaborate as those of the majority of our old 
English cathedrals, will be tastefully designed, 
beautifully executed, and altogether wortliy of the 
metropolitan church of Australia. The edifice is 
cruciform, and has two lofty towers at the western 
extremity. In a letter to a gentleman of the 
Cathedral Oonmiittee, dated February 19, 1848, 
the Secretary of the Ecclesiological (late Cambridge 
Camden Society), stated that the Committee, having 
examined the views and plans forwarded for their 
inspection, ''were much pleased 'to see that Mr. 
Blacket had realised the idea of a cathedral, fis 
diverse from that of a parish churcL This was a 
most important particular, and was often the last to 
be apprehended. The improvements on the ori- 
ginal design were most striking. That the style 
was Third-pointed was to be regretted; but Mr. 
Blacket had produced a very satisfactory effect in 
his two west towers, and, generally, where his 
band was to be traced."' 

It should here be mentioned that, in the original 
plan, it was designed to erect one large western 
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the infant school room, Oastlereag1i-street,the Right 
Reverend the Lord Bishop of Sydney presiding. 

His Lordship having commenced the proceed- 
ings Yjdth prayer, and having hriefly but heartily 
commended the good work to the consideration of 
the assembly, called on Mr. Jones, the secretary, 
to read the report, of which we ventm-e to give a 
brief analysis. The financial difficulties of the 
colony had interfered with the average annual 
amount of subscriptions ; but many friends had 
continned to render their steady support, and 
the progress of the work haid never ceased. The 
walls of the nave aisles had been raised to the 
height of the arches of the windows, at a cost 
of 870Z., which sum had been subscribed in 
1847. 673^. subscribed in 1848 had been appro- 
priated to the fourth contract, for carrying the 
walls of the nave aisle (commencing at the south 
transept and extending to the middle of the western 
window) to their Ml height, including the tracery 
of the aisle windows, the enrichments of the para- 
pet, and the primacies of the buttresses. One 
fourth of this contract remained to be executed. 
And it was next proposed to raise the north-west 
angle of the building also to its fall height, and to 
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erect four buttresses on the north and south of the 
choir aisles. The cost of this was estimated at 
900Z. The works, as usual, would be executed by 
Messrs. Jones and Co. Through the co-operation 
of their treasurer in England, Rev. G. Gilbert, of 
Grantham, a committee of clergymen resident in 
the principal counties had been formed: and 
through their influence, 2551. had been received 
by the treasurer. The Society for the Propagation 
of the Gospel had received 4:51 6s., as a contribu- 
tion to the fund ; and two Christian-hearted ladies 
had tendered 300Z. in furtherance of the work. 

Fain would we, as memory recals the forms and 
voices of the gentlemen who addressed the meet- 
ing in support of the resolutions adopted, give 
at least a few samples of the piously fervent 
eloquence of the Archdeacon of Cumberland, 
the Rev. Robert King, and Messrs. Campbell, 
Kemp, and Lowe ; but we must not extend our 
notice of the cathedral to a disproportionate length, 
when compared with the descriptions here given 
of other important structures. Let their eloquence 
be summed up in the words of the report : — 

"If we regard this object as Christians, we 
seek to build a goodly temple to the honour of 
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Alndghty Qod; if as members of the Ghiurch of 
England, we would erect a cathedral worthy of 
her claims and position, in a city which is the site 
of the metropolitan see ; if as citizens, we desire 
to complete a structure which, though neither 
elaborately beautiful, nor adorned with expensive 
sculpture, will be a lasting ornament of the capital 
of this nascent empire. Even as a parish church, 
in a densely populated part of the city, the build- 
ing has its claims upon the community. The un- 
dertaking was auspiciously begun ; already large 
sams, under judicious direction, have been ex- 
pended on it ; the work slowly, but steadily, ap- 
proaches completion. Let us trust that it will not 
be suffered to languish at the eleventh hour." 

Ere our attention be finally diverted from the 
cathedral to other objects, the person and character 
of the Lord Bishop of Sydney and Metropolitan 
are deserving of notice. And truly does his lord- 
ship's stedfast perseverance in the discharge of his 
sacred office, amidst almost innumerable labours, 
perils, and difficulties, deserve especial praise, in 
addition to the respect due to his episcopal dignity 
and venerable age. Though short in stature, and 
lame, his features are regular, and his personal 
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appearance not nnprepoesesBing. His lordship is 
of a very benevolent disposition, and nndannted 
resolution is a prominent trait in his character. 

How great and pressing must have been the 
care of all the Anstralian churches, ere the arrival 
of the Bishops of Newcastle, Adelaide, and Mel- 
bonme, to take charge of their respective sees, and 
relieve him who had long sostained, alone, the 
bnrden and heat of the day I Bat needless are 
eulogimns of his lordship's character, for well and 
truly is it known that he, disclaiming all com- 
mendations of himself, would humbly and piously 
acknowledge that to God is due ** all the glory, for 
His mercy and His truth's sake." 

Opposite the cathedral is the Emu Inn, in front 
of which, as well as in some other parts of George- 
street, a group of the Australian aborigines may 
not unfrequently be seen, comfortably snoring on 
the pavement, having gratified their excessive 
fondness for food and liquor, and now exemplifying 
their own declaration, "Too much plenty lazy 
belong to for us." It is a matter of regret, though 
scarcely to be wondered at, that many of the abo- 
rigines can never be prevailed upon to work, as 
long as they can live by begging white money, 
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old clothes, blankets, and hats. Many, on the 
other hand, have been induced to perform farm- 
labour, and to assist the colonists in various ways. 
The natives of Australia have been deemed infe- 
rior to nearly every other race of savages, but they 
are, doubtless, capable of much improvement. 

The skin of the aborigines is of a sooty-brown 
colour; their woolly hair resembles that of the 
African negroes, but their forehead rises higher, 
and the nose projects more from the face, while 
their lips are less thick than those of the African. 
They ornament themselves with beads and shells, 
but have no fancy for much clothing. The women 
conmionly wrap in opossum cloaks or blankets. 
We remember an amusing scene at the Sydney 
Police-office, at the beginning of May, 1848. Old 
Gooseberry, one of the laat females of the Sydney 
tribe of aborigines, having been placed at the bar 
for intoxication, pleaded that she had not had any 
grog, but was " Murry tuggera, and bail got him 
blanket, though Mr. Fitzroy Gubemer been pro- 
mise him blanket good while ago." As winter 
was then coming on apace, her complaint of being 
very cold (" murry tuggera") was not to be won- 
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dered at. The magistrate said that blankets would 
shortly be issued, and discharged the prisoner. 

The aborigines derive their chief subsistence 
from spearing kangaroos and catching fisL Their 
canoes are slightly made, and are dexterously 
managed. Their huts consist of branches of 
trees laid out together in the form of an oven, 
open at one end, and very low, though long 
enough for a man to lie at full lengtL They 
also take shelter in the caverns, with which the 
rocks abcJund. Their senses are extremely acute, 
and they possess great powers of mimicry. And 
in proof of their sagacity, it may be alleged that, 
when employed by the Colonial Government as 
assistants to the police, they have manifested ^eat 
skill in tracing the retreats of runaway convicts. 
It may be added, that the Government affords the 
aborigines every protection, by no means treating 
the condemned black man more oppressively than 
the Englishman convicted of the same crimes. 
Their predatory incursions are pretty frequent, 
but, generally, they do not display any hostile 
feeling to the English. Though they have never 
engaged in battle with the new occupants of their 
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territory, as the New Zealanders have done, they 
have sometimes been seen to the nmnber of 200 
or 300, armed with spears and stones, about to 
make an attack on an hostile tribe. 

The compiler of these Reminiscences again 
acknowledges his obligations to the publishers of 
the "Penny CyclopsBdia," part of the foregoing 
information relative to the aborigines having been 
derived from that valuable worL Pain would he 
now present his readers with a specimen-page of a 
dictionary of the Australian language, the different 
dialects of which are intelligible to tribes living at 
a great distance from each other. He is well aware 
that "tuggera" means cold, "budgery'* pretty, 
"cabom" large, "hurra" quick, "gerer" the sun, 
" gin" wife, " corroboree" dance, " jumbuck" sheep, 
"dinge" native dog, "wallabi," smaU kangaroo, 
(fee. He can also refer to the names of many 
places, unchanged by the English, b& giving some 
clue to the structure of the language : — Geelong, 
Bctree Nyrang, Coolamatagong, Mundonguidgee, 
Garrangula, Queanbeyan, Berrima, Mudgee, Yar- 
rolumla, Bungendore, Murrurundi, and 

" Ulawarra, Mittagong, 
Parramatta, WoUongong." 
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Though the Australian language is not copious, it 
is to be regretted that a larger collection of abori- 
ginal words cannot be offered to the reader. It 
may be surmised that the Australians are not great 
proficients in arithmetical calculations. In their 
quaint language they can say ** two, one," *' two, 
two, one," to express three and five ; but numbers 
as large as 100 or 200 would quite puzzle them, 
and, waving their hands up and down, they would 
denote that the number they intended to express 
was " plenty big." 

Howitt has given an amusing account of some 
of the Australian superstitions. The good spirit, 
whom ihej venerate by the name of " Koyan," is 
invoked to protect their offspring from child- 
devouring " Potoyan," whom, in imitation of the 
colonists, they now call "Devil devil." Their 
religion may afford them no hope of a glorious 
immortality, but in this world's matters the Aus- 
tralians have better moral principles than other 
savage races, for they have never been convicted of 
the gross and mmatural crime of cannibalism, 
though infanticide is not rare among them. The 
Christian religion bids us commit the bodies of 
the departed to the grave, in the soul-cheering 
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hope of a blessed restirrectioii ; and Faith dries the 
tears of the mourner, as she points to the renewal 
of an eternal intercourse of unsullied happiness 
with those who are " not lost, but gone before." 
How different the scene at an Australian funeral ! 
" Among some tribes, when one of the natives 
dies, the whole population, without exception, is 
gathered together ; the men stand in groups at a 
short distance from the corpse, while the women 
collect round it^ and sing a loud wailing chant of 
grief. The young women sing : — 

* My young brother—* 
The old women — 

* My young son, 
In future shall I 
Never see again !' 

* My young brother, my young son. 
In future shall I never see again!' 

The chant is commenced by a few, and caught and 
carried on by others, tmtil the whole assembly of 
women has joined in the sad chorus. 

" The savage Australian always selects as the last 
resting-place of his deceased friend some melan- 
choly, and, if possible, remote spot in the interior 
of deep forests, in the centre of barren or desert 
plains, at the bottom of deep woody valleys, on 
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the smniuit of lofty naked peaks, or in the receeees 
of mountain heights, fancying, doubtless, that it 
forms no unfit emblem of that dreary waste of 
eternity beyond the grave in which his religion 
has taught him to believe. Near Sydney, Mr. 
Montgomery Martin saw the body of an old woman 
buried after the native fiashion. It was placed in 
a grave six feet deep, and was enveloped in several 
sheets of bark, the innermost being of a fine silvery 
texture. Among other things which the dead 
person had prized, a favourite dog was buried 
with her." — Sharp^a London Journal 

We will not indulge in unprofitable conjectareB 
as to the history of the Australian aborigines. We 
may, however, surmise that the chain of islands, 
extending with unbroken link from the continent 
of Asia to Australia, formed, in early ages, the 
means of conmiunication adopted by the first negro 
colonists. Century after century rolled on, but 
their condition remained unimproved; for not 
only natural causes, as the scarcity of usefol animals, 
tended to prevent their amelioration, but the grand 
source of civilisation, Christianiiy, was wanting. 
Few in number (the native population has been 
estimated by Mitchell at 6,000), they have been 
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scattered over the vast continent assigned as their 
habitation ; without a struggle, they have retired 
before the hosts of immigrants, seeming, in very 
many instances, to prefer untutored freedom to 
all the advantages, spiritual and temporal, that 
enlightened and enterprising Englishmen can 
offer. 
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CHAPTEK V. 

STDNZT HAT-MABKXT— CHBIST CHXTBCH, ST. LAWKEI7CE— GENE- 
BaL NOnCK 01 THE AUSTRALIAN CHURCHES AND SCHOOLS — 
FXRMONT— PARBAMATTA-8TBEET — GLEBE-ROAJD — ST. JAJfSS'S 
COLLEGE— COCKLE BAY. • 

Descbndino Brickfield-hill, we cross at right angles 
Qoulbrtm, Liverpool, and Bathurst-streets, which 
run in an easterly direction across Hyde-park. 
At the foot of the hill, Snssex-street, which is 
formed parallel to Darling Harbour, and opens to 
its wharfs and quays, enters George -street 
obliquely. Sussex-street extends up hill and 
down dale for more than a mile ; its edifices are 
unworthy of notice, save the gas works, and the 
extensive range of buildings belonging to the 
Hunter Eiver Steam Navigation Company. Dar- 
ling Harbour, and its scores of schooners and 
cutters at anchor alongside of the quays, or 
expanding their ^ails to the breeze, cannot fail to 
attract and interest him that passeth along Sussex- 
street Let us return to the foot of Brickfield-hill, 
where Campbell's-street branches off to the east. 
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and Sussex-street aforesaid to the north-west. 
Here a large square is on the left hand, and, facing 
George-street, stands a plain edifice of red brick, 
resting on arches, and sormonnted by a small 
clock-tower, constructed of wood. The floor of 
the building is paved ; and hither the buyers and 
sellers of hay resort from the interior, as it claims 
the title of the Sydney Hay-market. The price of 
hay varies from 3s. 6d. to 5s. per cwt. The four- 
dial clock of the hay-market reminds us that, in 
consequence of the difference of longitude, Sydney 
time is ten hours in advance of the time denoted 
by the almost innumen^ble clocks of the English 
metropolis. 

As we ascend the next hill, we have on our 
left the neat church of the parish of St. Lawrence, 
commonly called Christ Church. This church, of 
which the Kev. Horatio Walsh is the incumbent, 
was opened for Divine Service in the year 1840. 
The interior is fitted up with low open seats, and, 
two years ago, was roofed with cedar. There is a 
good choir of boys, who, in unison with the con- 
gregation, chant the Psalms, and a few other por- 
tions of the service, in alternate responses. They 
are clothed in surplices, and stand on each side of 

G 
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the BAve, as in cathedrals, the officiating minister 
standing behind the choristers, on the north side. 
The choir-stalls are tastefully carved, and raised 
step by step. At a suitable distance, in front of 
the chancel, stands the lectern (where the lessons 
are read), consisting of an inclined frame of cedar, 
resting on a pillar of the same material, elevated 
on three stone steps, mxinclosed, and facing the 
people. A little south of the lectern, the pulpit, 
neatly carved, rests on a column of cedar. The 
chancel is quadrangular, and lighted by three 
windows, two of which are partially stained. The 
altar is covered with decent crimson cloth; the 
sedile and low altar rails are of cedar, somewhat 
elaborately carved. After the Nicene Creed, the 
minister leaves the communion table, and forth- 
with ascends to the pulpit (still habited in his 
surplice) ; and, after the sermon, he returns to the 
communion table, and reads the offertory sen- 
tences (the collection being made every Sunday on 
behalf of the poor, and for Church purposes, not 
only at Christ Church, but in most of the churches 
throughout the colony) and the prayer for the 
Church Militant. Whether the common practice 
of not in this matter adhering strictly to the 
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Rubric is meet and right it becomes not ns to 
say. While the use of the offertory every Smiday 
has been successfolly adopted in the colony, there 
is little doubt that such an apparent innovation 
would be strenuously opposed in England. 

When a congregation of three hundred indi- 
viduals, be they of the Church of England, or 
Roman Catholics, or Presbyterians, Wesleyans, or 
Baptists, are brought together, they can claiDi 
150L per annum from the Colonial Government, 
in support of their minister. The maximum 
afforded by the State is 2002. per annum. 

Pecuniary assistance is rendered for the erection 
of a church, and a grant of land for the site of 
both church and schools. There were, in 1848, 
35 churches in the Diocese of Sydney, and 20 in 
the Diocese of Newcastle. There were also, as 
far as we could ascertain, upwards of 70 clergy- 
men of the Church of England in New South 
Wales, exclusive of Port Phillip. Reader, esteem 
not the work of a colonial clergyman light and 
easy! Bather believe, that though he exert all 
his energies for the spiritual welfare of his widely 
scattered parishioners, religious and educational 
blessings cannot be extended to all the souls com- 

g2 
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mitted to his charge. Believe that many settlers 
are happy if they have the privilege of welcoming 
their minister to instruct them once a fortnight or 
once a month. While reflecting on the influx of 
immigrants, whom the colony gladly welcomes, 
consider that hut a few weeks after they have 
landed on the shore of their adopted country many 
are engaged to labour beyond the boundaries, 
Vhere the Gospel light but seldom dawns upon 
them. 

" What one word haa been said of the moral 
and spiritual loss the greater number of emigrants 
are to sufifer," writes one zealous for Church ex- 
tension, "by their removal from a comparative 
abundance of religious and educational' blessings 
into the howling waste of the bush, where the 
sights and sounds of Christian privileges which 
surrounded them at home, and helped to comfort 
and support them under, if not to relieve, their 
bodily privations, are to be exchanged for the 
godless wilderness of this ill-Christianized country? 

" The mother country lightens her social bur- 
dens by sending away, as emigrants, her hundreds 
and thousands of superabundant population. Is 
she not bound to help to supply that needfdl 
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Ohristiaii care of which she is then virtually 
depriving them? The colonists, the squatters, 
the settlers, the merchants, all classes who are 
employers of lahour, entreat, petition, agitate for 
emigration, that their expenses may be diminished, 
their profits increased, their domestic inconve- 
niences lightened. We ask them, are they not 
bound to care and provide for the moral, the 
eternal well-being of those whom they invite 
amongst them T 

There are twenty-one surrogates for granting 
licenses of marriage in the colony. Rev. W. 
Cowper, D.D., Rev. R. Allwood, B.A., Rev. J. C. 
Grylls, M.A., and Rev. W. H. Walsh, M.A., are 
surrogates for the city of Sydney. On glancing 
at a return of the marriages and births registered 
in New South Wales from 1825 to 1845, we find 
that the average yearly increase of marriages was 
76 ; that from 1825 to 1835 the birth of two chil- 
dren was the average result of each marriage ; and 
since 1835, the birth of three. In 1825 there 
were 239 marriages, and 442 births; in 1835, 
744 marriages, and 1,830 births ; in 1845, 1,837 
marriages, and 8,522 births. In 1848 there were 
twelve Presbyterian, five Wesleyan Methodist 
ministers, and thirty Roman Catholic priests in the 
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colony, most, if not all, of whom were pastors of 
churches, and received pecuniary support from the 
State. 

On entering upon the pleasant task of noticing 
the schools of the various religious denominations, 
we submit to our readers a few of the " General. 
Regulations for the conduct of the Denominational 
Schools," drawn up by the school board, and ap- 
proved of by his Excellency the Grovemor. 

1. The schools to open at nine o'clock in the 
morning, and shut at four o'clock in the afternoon, 
or at any later hour that may be appointed and 
approved of by the local board. 

2. The schools to commence and close with 
prayer ; and the devotional demeanour of the chil- 
dren, during these periods, to be especially at- 
tended to by the teachers. 

3. The schools are to be divided into classes, 
according to advancement in the course of edu- 
cation, and will be successively taught 

Reading, I Grammar, 

Writing, I Geography, 

Arithmetic, | History. 

Except in infant schools, the boys and girls will be 
formed in separate classes. 

8. It is desirable to establish, under the super- 
intendence pf the local boards, a system of rewards 
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for good scholarship and conduct Corporal 
punishment must be avoided/ 

10. In each school there will be half-yearly 
examinations, when returns will be filled up and 
transmitted to the central board, according to a 
prmted form, showing the number and attendance 
of the scholars. 

The days of examination and the periods of 
vacation will be regulated by the heads of each 
denomination. 

The duration of the holidays in no case to ex- 
ceed four weeks in the year. 

Distribution of the sums voted by the Legisla- 
tive Council for the support of the denominational 
schools for 1849. 

CHURCH OP ENGLAND SCHOOLS. 

Salaries to teachers of the undermentioned 

schools in the city of •Sydney : — 

8t. Philip's, primary . . £65 

„ infuit ... 85 

St. James's, primaiy . .65 

„ infant ... 85 

St. Lawrence's, primaiy .65 

„ infant ... 86 

St. Andrew's, primary . .65 

„ infant ... 35 

£400 
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To ihe teachers of the fifty-five Church of Eng- 
land schools in the dit>ceBe of Sydney, exclusive of 
the ahove-mentioned city schools, 2,060Z. ; the 
maximum sahiry being 50^., and the minimum 201. 

To the teachers of the twenty-nine Church of 
England schools in the diocese of Newcastle, 
1,000^ ; the maximum salary being 50^., and the 
minimum 20/. For the model school at St. 
James's, Sydney, 160Z.; for books, school appa- 
ratus, and freightage, 420/. ; for the retired teacher* 
Mr. Eyre, 100/. Total grant to Church of Eng- 
land for 1849, 4,120/. 

To the teachers of thirty-eight Presbyterian 
schools, 1,290/. ; the maximum salary being 60/., 
and the minimum 35/. For the model school, 
Scots' Church, Sydney, 86/. ; books, school appa- 
ratus, and freightage, 190/. ; reserved for schools 
to be established in 1849^ 336/. Total grant, 
1,900/. 

To the teachers of seventeen Wesleyan Metho- 
dist schools, 488/. ; maximum salary, 40/. ; mini- 
mum, 30/. For the model school, York-street, 
Sydney, 26/. ; books, school apparatus, and freight- 
age, 67/. Total grant, 670/. 

To the teachers of thirty^five Roman. Catholic 
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schools, 1,645Z. ; TnayimiiTn salary, SOLy minimum, 
35Z. For the model school, Kent-street North, 
Sydney, 251, ; books, &c., 190?. ; total grant, 
1,860?. 

Leaving pecxmiary statistics, let our imagination 
be w^afted for a few moments to the stately cathe- 
dral of the English metropolis. From some retired 
nook in the noble centre area under the cupola 
of St. Paul's, let us watch the large congregation, 
consisting of the members of all the parochial 
schools of London and its environs. Surely the 
extent and magnificence of ihe building ; the vast 
numbers of children, arrayed in many-coloured 
uniforms, ranged along every side of the structure, 
one above the other; the solenm peals of the 
organ reverberating through the aisles and tran- 
septs of that hallowed temple, will not fail in 
awakening our liveliest emotions. Who, but those 
who have listened to the wondrous combination of 
that multitude of youthful voices in the choral 
parts of the service, can estimate its almost over- 
pow|ring effect? Surely that thrilling burst of 
harmoniotis praise must inspire even cold and 
worldly hearts with emotions of gratitude to Him, 
who has mercifully given to Britain the pre-emi- 
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nence among nations for her educational charities. 
At such a time, perhaps, the thoughts of the visitor 
might wander to distant shores, and, rapidly 
glancing at the multitudes of "people, nations, 
and languages," who gladly own the sovereignty 
of her on whose extensive dominions the sun never 
sets, he might rejoice that the spirit of benevolence 
sheds its genial influence wherever home and the 
Church of their forefathers are entwined in the 
heart's affections of England's pious and charitable 
sons. And when the glorious spectacle, that had 
been presented to the worshipper in St. Paul's 
Cathedral, has faded from his view, thinkest thou, 
gentle reader, if he perused the annals of the Colo- 
nial Church, and, in his mind's eye, beheld a 
similar, though far smaller, assemblage of the 
young, to whom a sound Christian education is 
imparted in the Church schools of Sydney and its 
vicinity, that he would " despise the day of sinall 
things?" 

On the- Tuesday after Trinity Sunday, the 
Church Schools of the Australian metropol^ are 
annually accustomed to attend Divine Service in St. 
James's Church, which (until the topstone shall be 
placed on St Andrew's Cathedral) claims ibe 
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priority as the largest of the Protestant churches 
of Sydney. On the 20th of June, 1848, we glean 
from the " Sydney Guardian," that 1,647 children 
had assembled within those hallowed walls from 
the following schools : — 

St. Philip's . 
St. James's 
St. Andrew's 
Christ Clrnrch 
Trinity . . 
Darlinghnrst 
Bahnain . . 
Paddington, 34 ; Chippendale, 90 ; School of Industry, 41. 

The prayers were read by the Eev. 0. F. 
Priddle, and a sermon appropriate to the occasion 
was preached by tilie Rev. W. H. Walsh, M.A., 
from St. Mark, x. 14: "Suffer little children to 
come nnto me, and forbid them not; for of such is 
the kingdom of God." 

There was a crowded congregation, among 
whom were the Bishop of Sydney and many of the 
clergy. Two thousand children are educated in 
the* Church schools, but a great number, from 
various causes, were not taken to the church. 
After the service a collection was made in aid of 
the School Praid of the Diocesan Society, which 
amounted to IQL 12s. 
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Let US return to Christ Church, from which we 
digressed to give a general notice of the churches 
and schools in the colony. Over the inner western 
entrance of the church is an organ-loft ; the organ 
is large and well-toned. The tower at the west 
end is incomplete, but it will eventually be sur- 
mounted by an elegant spire. The parsonage is a 
pretty ivy-covered residence, near the church, from 
which it is separated by a garden. Adjoining the 
parsonage is Christ Church School, a plain Eliza- 
bethan structure of red brick. 

A little south of Christ Church is a pretty 
Gothic lodge ; and here Pitt-street, formed parallel 
to Greorge-street for upwards of a mile, having 
curved slightly, enters the principal street of 
Sydney. Near the junction of the two streets 
stands the Benevolent Asylum, amid somewhat 
extensive grounds. We are now in the extension 
of George-street, which, bearing the name of Par- 
ramatta-street, curves rather sharply to the right ; 
while the road leading to Botany Bay, which is 
about twelve miles from Sydney, branches from it 
in a south-east direction. Another road, branching 
off to the right, leads us over high ground, amid a 
small forest of brushwood, to Pyrmont This 
suburb of Sydney stands at the northern extremity 
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of a long neck of land, which stretches out between 
Darling Harbour and Black Wattle Cove. The 
houses are chiefly small in size, but are substan- 
tially erected of freestone, and, viewed from Fort 
Phillip, present a neat and pleasing appearance. 
Divine Service is performed at a private house, by 
the Rev. T. B. Naylor, B.A., incumbent of St. 
Andrew's Cathedral ; but a handsome church will 
shortly be erected. 

As we descend Parramatta-street-hill, our atten- 
tion is attracted to a handsome Boman Catholic 
chapel, which, like the other structures erected by 
members of the Roman Church, is a beautiful spe- 
cimen of ecclesiastical architecture. It is in the 
perpendicular style, the tracery of the windows is 
beautifully executed, and the exterior of the edifice 
is profusely adorned. The grand northern en- 
trance faces Abercromby-street. The Rev. John 
McEncroe is the priest of Parramatta-street Chapel. 

Afl we ascend the next hill, we behold, on the 
left, the Brisbane Distillery, an immense stone 
building, resembling the plain unadorned ware- 
houses and similar edifices so frequently seen in 
England. 

Instead of proceeding through the somewhat 
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deep cutting. along the well-made road leading to 
Parramatta, let ns ramble down the Glebe-road, 
which branches off to the right from Parramatta- 
street On each side of the road are pretty white 
villas, of freestone, many of them having neatly 
laid out gardens in front, the surrounding gum- 
trees and brushwood being partially cleared away 
to make room for these mementos of English ease 
and comfort Some distance up the Glebe-road, 
we have, on the right, the white entrance gate 
and carriage drive leading to St James's College, 
Lyndhurst Allow us the pleasure of escorting 
you, in imagination, kind reader, through the 
grove of eucalypti (on the branches of which, 
scarcely to be distinguished from the surrounding 
foliage, are seated flocks of the common green- 
plumaged parrots), to the lawn in front. of the 
College. The neat stone mansion which now at- 
tracts our attention was formerly the residence of 
a private family, but was converted, in December, 
184:6, to a college for students in theology, and 
the other higher branches of learning. A raised 
stone platform, covered by a verandah, runs round 
the north-east and south sides of the College. The 
interior consists of spacious and simply-furnished 
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rooms ; the chapel and dining-room are especially 
worthy of notice, for their extent and loftiness. 
At the back of the College is an extensive flower 
and fruit garden ; the centre walk is overarched 
with trellis work, on which- vines are trained, offer- 
ing their luscious pendant clusters in due season. 
On the north side of the College, also, is a goodly- 
sized flower-garden. Here a steep path leads 
down to a bathing-house on the shore of Black 
Wattle Cove. Another path leads, in a winding 
course, between the bay and the immense pre- 
cipitous masses of sandstone, 40 or 60 feet in 
height, above which the College grounds are 
situate. Black Wattle Cove lies between the 
neck of land, on which Pyrmont is erected, and 
the grounds and gum-tree grove of Lyndhurst, 
and terminates to the southward in an extensive 
marsh. 

Sydney, separated from Pyrmont by Darling 
Harbour, presents Fort Phillip, St Mary's Cathe- 
dral, St James's Church, the Legislative Council 
Chamber, St Andrew's Cathedral, appearing like 
a magnificent ruin, and her long ranges of other 
edifices, to the notice of those who look eastward 
from the front windows of St James's College. 
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Principal of the College, Rev. R. Allwood; 
mathematical lecturer, Rev. R. L. King. Four 
theological students have been ordained by the 
Bishop of Sydney ; but we regret to hear, from 
late advices, that the small number of students 
had so decreased, that it was doubted by the Col- 
lege Committee whether the establishment could 
be maintained ; yet the system of instruction and 
discipline is excellent, resembling that at Oxford 
and Cambridge. The books read are, *' Pearson 
on the Creed," "Butler's Analogy of Religion," 
the plays of Euripides, Sophocles, or -^schylus, 
Greek Testament, "Cicero de Officiis," Euclid, 
and Algebra. " Every one must admit that the 
sum total of the public intellect is now not trifling, 
and that this state of things involves the duty of 
adopting some superior process for concentrating 
and cultivating its powers, and preserving a healthy 
tone ; and the certainty that a very opposite result 
must arise if this be neglected ; that the manifold 
productions of this extensive land are becoming 
every day mord known, and that these are most 
permanently and extensively attainable by the 
application of science; that the natural resource 
is to provide the nucleus of a public school or 
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tmiveiBity ; and that, for this end, no more admi- 
rable or time-proved models could be proposed 
than the ancient establishments of our mother- 
land. All classes are. called upon to contribute 
their aid in great public designs ; and what more 
noble and diffusive in its blessings than an insti- 
tution for cultivating the reason of man, and thus 
enabling him^ under the guidance of revelation, to 
love, aid, and succour his fellow-creatures, and to 
glorify his Creator, Eedeemer, and Sanctifier ?" — 
Recollections of Cambridge, By the Eev. J. K. 
Walpole. Sydney, 1847. 

There have been no students at St James's Col- 
lege since April, 1849, and the comiydttee have 
reluctantiy resolved on the dissolution of that 
which, we had hoped, would have prospered, as 
miodelled after our English universities, and lead- 
ing those she instructed to become true members 
of the Church of England. 

We have lately heard that Sydney is about to 
establish a university. " Being supported by the 
whole public, it is declared, as a primary principle, 
that the university shall be purely secular, depend 
on no religious persuasion, and require no religious 
test." 



98 BEOOLLEOnONS OF STBNBY. 

The Glebe-road^ from which we digreseed to 
view the groondB and College of Lyndhurst, ter* 
minates abruptly, about a mile from its com- 
mencement, in a precipitous descent to the shore 
of one of the most inland bays of Port Jackson. 
Having scrambled down the rocks, we may enjoy 
a quiet '^bange" on the greensward, and contem- 
plate the litde ferry steamers and sailing ships, en 
route across the placid bay, from the metropolis to 
its pretty north-western suburb, Balnudn; while 
myriads of beautifully-plumaged parrots are scream- 
ing in their flight from branch to branch of tihe 
surrounding gum-trees. 
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CHAPTER VI. 

PITT-STBEBT— SYDNEY BAUKS— THE DOMAIN— BOTANIC GABDENS 
— COMMEECE OE NEW SOUTH WALES— C0NYEYANCE8—PEO- 
JBCTED BAILWAYS — STEAM PACKETS — SCENEBT OV THE 
HUKTEB — NIGHT IN AUSTRALIA. 

The principal streets of Sydney are Sussex, Kent, 
George, Pitt, Elizabeth, Castlereagh, and Mac- 
qnarie, extending parallel to each other from north 
to south, and intersected at right angles by Bridge, 
Hunter, King, Liverpool, and other streets. Pitt- 
street is a powerful rival to its neighbour, which 
borrowed the name of King (Jeorge the Third, in 
the twenty-eighth year of whose reign Sydney 
first sprang into existence. Proceeding from its 
southern extremity, we see no edifice particularly 
attractive till the sugar-manufactory, a large red 
brick building, with a wonderfully tall chimney, 
arrests our attention. There is a large manufac- 
tory at Ganterbury, about four miles south of 
Sydney, where ten tons of sugar are refined daily. 
We next notice the Congregational Church, a 
handsome structure, where a large congregation 

h2 
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assembles to listen to the pulpit oratory of the 
Rev. Dr. Ross. And here the writer cannot 
refrain from a slight feeling of regret, that he had 
no opportunity of viewing the interiors of the 
Roman Catholic or dissenting chapels of Sydney, 
because a fuller account of them might be accept- 
able to some of his readers. 

Pitt-street has several handsome shops, espe- 
cially lady-attracting drapers' establishments. On 
our lefb hand is the Victoria Theatre, where 
Mr. Frank Howson, Mrs. Guerin, Madame 
Oarandini, and other good performers, enter- 
tain their generally large audiences ; but we 
fancy they would be eclipsed by many an actor 
on the London stage, whose well-earned popu- 
larity precludes the necessity of our mentioning 
names. At the northern terminus of Pitt-street, 
we shall not fail to admire the Union Bank of 
Australia, a large and splendid building of free- 
stone. James Sea, Esq., is the manager of the 
bank. Discount days, Wednesdays and Saturdays. 
There are branch offices at Hobart Town, Laun- 
ceston, Melbourne, Geelong, and Bathurst We 
need not remind our readers that the London 
office 13 38, Old Broad-street. For an account of 
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tlie Sydney banks we refer to the " Penny Cyclo- 
psBdia," being here content to give little more than 
their names. 



Banks. 


Offices 


Discount days. 


Bank of New South 

Wales. 
Commercial Bank. 
Bank of Australasia. 


George-street. 


Tuesdays andFridays. 


George-street. 
London, 8, Austin- 

friars. 
Sydney, George-at. 
London, 38, Old 

Sydney, Fitt-slareet. 
Chuich-hilL 


Tuesdays and Fridays. 
Mondays and Thurs- 
days. 

Wednesdays and Sa- 
turdays. 


Union Bank of Aus- 
tralia. 

Boyal Bank of Ans- 

traJia. 
Savings Bank. 

BritishColonialBank 
and Loan Com- 
pany. 




Saturdays and Tues- 
days, for receiving 
deposits. Mondays, 
for making pay- 
ments. 




Offices. 


Australasian Colonial and Gene- 
nl Life Assurance and An- 


London, 136, Bishopsgate-street. 


Austauian Trust Company. 

Australian Gas Light Company. 

Australian Sugar Company. 

Hunter Biver Steam Navigation 
Company. 

Scottish Australian InTestment 
Company. 

Sydney JBire Insurance Company. 

Sydney Branch of the London 
Lnperial Fire Lisuranoe Com- 
pany. 


Church-hilL 
Works, Sussex-street 
Works, Canterbury. 
Wharf, Sussex-street. 

O'Connell-street. 

Fitt^street. 
Spring-street. 
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Leaving Pitt-street, we proceed up the steep 
ascent of Hunter-street, till we arrive at the spot 
where it is crossed at right angles by Macquarie- 
street We anticipate that ere long Macquarie-street 
will extend, with handsome buildings on its western 
side, by the grounds of Government House, sloping 
down to Sydney Cove. At the junction of Bent and 
Macquarie-streets we turn to the right, and enter 
the Domain, pausing for a few moments near the 
low entrance-gates to contemplate the bronze statue 
of Sir Richard Bourke. Here we may ramble for 
hours along roads which at first pass over English- 
looking ground, where art has done something for 
the improvement of nature, by the erection of 
handsome houses, neat stone walls, and lodges, 
and then cut through the brushwood, growing 
luxuriantly in spite of ihe sandy soil, while 
myriadB of gum-trees, having little foliage but at 
their very summits, afford not much shelter from 
the oppressive rays of the sun, " that wandering 
knight so fair." Lady Macquarie's ro»i runs 
round the promontory situated between Farm 
Cove and Wooloomooloo Bay. At the point, or 
north-eastern terminus of the road, is a seat, cut 
out of the solid rock; resting on Lady Mac- 
quarie's chair, as it is called, we command a good 
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view of the eastern end of tbe harbour, and gladly 

watch 

** The ships oome sailing in,'* 

88 a certain remarkable Ohristmas carol sets forth 
to the readers or singers thereof. Wooloomooloo 
Bay is noted as an excellent batihing place, the 
lofty and precipitous rocks affording shelter and 
retirement to the bathers. Mr. Bobinson, of 
Greorge-street, has a bathing establishment on the 
western shore, which is much patronised. 

The Domain is a favourite rendezvous of the 
inhabitant of Sydney, especially on Sundays, 
when the middle and poorer classes of society 
amuse a leisure hour by perambulating these 
extensive grounds, or the Botanic Gardens adjoin- 
ing. On Monday afternoon, too, between the 
hours of four and five, the Domain is resorted to 
by the fashionables and unfashionables of Sydney, 
eager to listen to the harmonious strains of the 
band of the 99th Eegiment. There you may see the 
elegantly-dressed ladies, in their splendid carriages, 
on the doors of which sorfie favoured gentlemen are 
wont to lean, and chat with the admired ones within. 
There, too, are settlers from the interior, whose 
inunense beards and moustaches, monkey-jackets, 
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and cabbage-tree bats, give tbem a Robinson 
Grnfloe-like appearance. Can we believe them 
more attentive to the refinements of dress amid the 
solitudes of the bnsh ? It is easy to picture them, 
after their fimn-labour, refreshing themselves with 
copious draughts of tea, and huge cakes of damper, 
or unleavened bread, baked in the ashes, while 
beef or mutton invariably complete the substantial 
banquet Happy is the settler who has 

<* Some fiur spirit for his minister,'* 

to read aloud some interesting work to him, while, 
with feelings of delightful contentment, he indulges 
in the use of his short smoke-blacked pipe, as he 
sits under the verandah of his cottage at eventide. 
It is our lot now to see him mounted on one of the 
colonial much-labour-enduring breed of horses, or 
driving tandem round the Domain. There are not 
a few gentlemen on horseback or on foot, while 
crowds of the humbler classes are resting on the 
greensward, listening with pleasure to the Hvely 
polkas, and enjoying the charms of the beautiful 
scenery ; for we must not^paas over without notice 
tiie fine view of the harbour which we command 
from this elevated ground. And as we hear the 
thrilling swell of the National Anthem, ere we 
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leave the Domain, our hearts are attracted home- 
ward. Then calling to mind how often we have 
listened to the loyal strains of the musicians of our 
beloved land, and reflecting on the cheering fact, 
that " God save the Queen" is echoed from an 
endless circle of colonial dependencies, we are in- 
spired with emotions of heartfelt gratitude to Him 
who has granted such a measure of prosperity to 
the enterprising designs of England's intrepid 
sons ; for it is the proud privilege of the English- 
man alone, to whatever part of the globe he may 
wander, to find traces of the almost omnipresent 
energy of his country. Well and truly has the noble 
lord, the first Minister of the Crown, observed, — 
" We see constantly before us, year after year, as 
the occasions arise, whether in the most burning 
climes, or whether in the vicinity of the Pole, 
whatever may be the nature of the difficulty, that 
the courage, the energy, and the constancy of 
Englishmen bear them through those difficulties, 
and raise the reputation of their country through all 
time.** Passing through the entrance-gates, let us 
ramble through the Botanic Gardens, the walks of 
which run prettily round the eastern part of Farm 
Cove. Here the attractions of the fruit-garden 
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first demaQcL our attention ; and we gaze with satis- 
faction on the fine quinces, plums, figs, melons, 
loquote, nectarines, peaches, grapes, and other 
fruits, growing in abundance around ; and as we 
ramble among the beauties of the flower-garden, 
an infinite variety of flowers and shrubs, fi*om 
nearly all parts of the globe, elicits our admiration. 
Gharles Moore, Esq., the excellent superintendent, 
has made considerable improvements in the Bo- 
tanic Gardens. A broad, pleasant, shady walk, 
dividing the flower and fruit gardens, becomes 
narrow and unsheltered, as it slopes down to the 
western edge of the Cova To the left of the walk 
are Grovemment-house and stables, and the private 
grounds of his Excellency, inclosed by wooden 
palings, which, in their position round the compa- 
ratively secluded shore of the Cove, seem mo!re 
appropriate than elegant iron palisades. 

Passing Fort Macquarie, we proceed round the 
eastern comer of Sydney Gove ; and, by a flight of 
steps cut out of the rock, we descend to the Circular 
Quay. The ships and barques in Sydney Cove 
lead us to reflect on the continual commerce carried 
on between Sydney and London, India, China, 
America, New Zealand, &c. For the last two or 
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three years the ajmual value of the imports has 
not much exceeded that of the exports, each 
averaging 1,600,000^ Numerous whaling-vessels 
are annually despatched from the port of Sydney, 
and resort to the vast whaling-grounds of the 
Pacific. The colonial produce received coastwise 
at Sydney, consisting chiefly of wheat, hay, pota- 
toes, wool, tallow, timber, shingles, coal, and but- 
ter, is very great; nearly three hundred small 
colonial vessels are engaged in this trade. Alto- 
gether there is a large collection of ships and 
barques at anchor in Sydney Cove, and other bays 
of Port Jackson; likewise of coasting brigs, 
Bchooners, and cutters, in Darling Barbour ; and 
these not huddled together, as it weve, like the 
throng of vessels in the docks at London, but 
shown off to advantage by the abundance of room 
allotted to them; and on Sundays and holidays, 
when dressed out with their national and distin- 
guishing flags, they attract attention by their gay 
and imposing appearance. 

With regard to conveyances ; there are excellent 
well-furnished cabs, generally drawn by a pair of 
horses, for the accommodation of persons wishing 
to ride about Sydney and its vicinity. Not a few 
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of these cabs may be seen every day in the Domain, 
whither their occupaints resort 

** For pleasare and gratification.*' 
Gk)od London-built omnibtifles ply every half-hour 
from the northern to the southern terminus of 
George-street, and vice versd, carrying passengers 
at 6d. per head. Branch omnibuses run to Pad- 
dington and the Surrey Hills. There are four- 
horse coaches twice or thrice a week to and from 
Bathurst, Groulbum, and other important towns; 
coaches run to Windsor and Farramatta daily. 

A railway has been projected to run. from the 
foot of Brickfield-hill, Sydney, crossing Black 
Wattle Marsh by a long viaduct, in a westerly 
direction, to a station about eight miles from 
Sydney, whence a brancb line would curve to the 
right to Farramatta, and another to the left to 
Liverpool. From a station about ten miles fer- 
ther west, a branch line was proposed to lead in a 
W.N. W. course to Richmond and Bathurst ; while 
the main line, curving to the S.S.W., should cross 
the Nepean and Mittagong Banges, vid Bong Bong, 
to Qoulbum. There would be two or three very- 
steep gradients on the line ; but surmountable by^ 
a locomotive at a moderate pace. For the sake of 
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economy, rails of the iron-bark tree, a very dnra- 
ble species of wood, are proposed to be laid down, 
instead of iron rails. Eailway transit wonld doabtless 
alter the whole circumstances of the colony, where 
almost all the struggles of the settler arise from 
the distance and difficulty of communication. 

Steam-packets run from Sydney to Parramatta, 
and vice versa, by the river, thrice daily; and 
there is daily communication from Sydney to the 
towns of Newcastle, Morpeth, and Maitland, by 
the Rose, Shamrock, and Thistly, English-built 
iron steamers. Let ns board one of these well- 
fdmished vessels, lying at the Hunter Biver Steam 
Navigation Oompany^s wharf, situate at the eastern 
side of Darling Harbour. We start at ten o'clock 
in the evening, travel all night, and " as we pace 
the deck at early dawn, we cannot but regard with 
siuprise and admiration the opposite banks of the 
Hunter, up which the vessel is gliding. A rich 
dark soil, of great depth, bespeaks uncommon fer- 
tility, and the varieties of the gum-tree, with their 
bark of every diversity of colour, give a primeval 
grandeur to the scene ; while the locations of the 
enterprising settlers, though ever varying in ap- 
pearance, in importance, and in extent, tell the 
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same tale of difficulties overcome, and success 
ensuing. Disembarking at Maitknd, we proceed 
along the bank of one of those rivers which, 
diverging from the Hunter, wind into the bowels 
of the land, like a vein of gold. Here we ride 
alternately through cleared lands, studded with 
rich farms, waving with luxuriant crops of wheat 
and rye, and again through regions where the 
axe has never resounded, but where eucalypti and 
bastard box, and forest oak, with the rough acorn, 
tower above beauteous wild flowers of almost in- 
finite variety. Here the russet certhia, with out- 
spread fluttering wings, pecks at the smooth bark, 
and, preying on some destructive insect, really 
preserves what it seems to injure. The larger 
parrots, travelling in pairs, scream their passing 
salutation, as they display their bright plumage to 
the sun ; while hundreds of a smaller kind, with 
crimson shoulder, are concealed among the green 
leaves, and, as we ride beneath, babble, like frolic- 
some children of the forest, a rude, but, to them- 
selves, a not unmeaning dialogue. The superb 
warblers, ornaments alike to the bush or the gar- 
den, flit cheerily from bough to bough. Strangely 
mated are they I The male, in suit of black 
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yelvet^ trimmed with sky-blue, looks like a knight 
attired for a palace festival ; while his lady-love 
resembles some peasant girl, silent and grateful, 
clothed in a modest kirtle of sober brown. And 
then, how melodiously comes on our ear the clear, 
ceaseless, silver tinkle of the bell-bird ; this sound 
ever and anon chequered by the bold chock-ee- 
chock of the bald-headed friar. 

« « « « 

" The common weather-boarded cottage of an 
early settler now attracts our attention. A wide 
verandah is over the front entrance, and two small 
rooms, the exact width of this, jut out on either 
side of it. In front of the house extends a range 
of English rose-trees in fall flower ; while the bank, 
thirty or forty yards in front of these, is clothed 
with foliage to the water's edge. There may be 
seen the fragrant mimosa, the abundant acacia, the 
swamp oak, which would have been styled a fir, 
had not the first exiles to Australia found twined 
round its boughs the mistletoe, with its many home 
associations ; the elegant cedar, the close-growing 
mangrove, and strange parasitical plants, pushing 
through huge fungi, and clasping, with the round 
crunching Pld& of the bo% the trees from which 



112 RECOLLECTIONS OF 8YDNEV. 

they derive their nourishment" — Should we set ^ 
jewel in our work, and not mention the spot where 
the precious gem was found? One most compe- 
tent to depict the beauties of such a scene, a settler, 
resident in New South Wales for many years, thus 
pourtrayed its features, for the benefit of those 
colonists, whose taste led them to feel an interest 
in " A Love Story ; by a Bushman." 

So all seems bright and beautiful by day ; nor 
does night detract from the loveliness of the scene. 
Night, when many a quadruped, which loves not 
the light of day, emerges from its hiding-place ; 
when the settler enjoys the sport of a pottoroo* 
hunt ; when the aboriginal native rejoices in the 
delicate feast which the fat and easily-captured 
wombat has afforded; when the flying squirrel 
darts, bat-like, from bough to bough of the forest 
trees; when the dasyures, or native cats, famed 
for their rich black fiir, studded with white spots, 
spring up the branches in pursuit of the iU-fated 
parroquets ; when that wonderful creature, the 
omithorhynchus, thrusts his bill above the surface 
of the stream — ^then, startled, dives to his burrow 
beneath the sheltering bank of the river. 

The butterfly has closed her gorgebus wings of 
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rich black velvety edged with crimBon, that she 
had so gaily expanded to greet the wannth of the 
long-day sun. The large red ant, whose body 
measares an inch in length, no longer crosses onr 
patii, to warn ns of the fatality of its bite. Whole 
armieB of little gnat-like musqaitoes have pene- 
trated into the apartments of every habitation, 
longing to gorge themselves with the blood of the 
EnglJRh stranger. Closely-wrought musquito cur« 
tains are used by the colonists to screen them- 
selves from the attacks of these troublesome insects. 
* Night in Australia I How impossible to de- 
smbe its beauty I Heaven seems in that new world 
so mach nearer to eartJi ! Every star stands out 
so bright and particular, as if fresh from the time 
when the Maker willed it And the moon, like a 
large silvery sun; the least object on which it 
shines so distinct and so still. Now and then a 
sound breaks the silence, bat a sound so much in 
harmony with the solitude that it only deepens its 
charms. Hark I the low cry of a night-bird, from 
yonder glen amid the small grey, gleaming rocks. 
Hark I as night deepens, the bark of the distant 
watch-dog, or the low strange howl of his more 
savage species, from which he defends iJie fold. 

I 



114 BECOLLBCnONB OF 8TDNET. 

Hark I the echo catches the sound, and flings it 
sportively from hill to hill, farther and farther 
down, till all again is hushed, and the flowers hang 
noiseless over your head, as you ride through a grove 
of the giant gum-trees. Now the air is literally 
charged with the odours, and the sense of fragrance 
grows almost painful in its pleasure. You quicken 
your pace, and escape again into the open plainfi 
and the full moonlight, and through the slender 
tea-trees catch a gleam of the river, and in the 
exquisite fineness of the atmosphere hear the sooth- 
ing sound of its murmur." — BlackwoocPs Magazine, 
Mr. Hales of Eton has well said, that there was 
no subject of which any poet ever writ, but he 
would produce it much better done in 8hakspeare. 
And we might look in vain amid the writings of 
modem poets for a more charming and graphic 
description than he has given of night at Venice. 
As a parallel exists between the mild and serene 
climates of New South Wales and Italy, such a 
portrait of night beauties must be welcome. 

Lorento, Sweet soxd, let* s in, and there expect their coming. 
And yet, no matter ;— Why should we go in ? 
My friend, Stephano, signify, I pray you, 
Within the house, your mistress is at hand ; 
And bring your music forth into the air. 

\Emt Stsfhaso. 
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How sw«et the moonlight deepa npon this bank I 
Here will we ail^ and let the lonnds of moric 
Creep in our ean ; soft stillneaa and the night 
Become the tonches of aweet harmony. 
Sit, Jesaica ; look how the floor of heaven 
Is tiiick inlaid with patines of bright goldl 
There's not the smallest orb which thon behold'st, 
Bat in his motion liVe an angel sings, 
Still quiring^ to the yonng-ey'd chembims. 
Snch harmony is in immortal souls ; 
Bat whilst this muddy vesture of decay 
Both grossly dose it in, we cannot hear it — 

JShUgr Musiciiirs. 
Come, ho! and wake Diana with a hymn; 
IVith sweetest touches pierce your mistress' ear. 
And draw her home with music. 

MerehaiU of Venice. 



l2 
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CHAPTER Vn. 

MACaUASIX-STAEXT—AUSTBALLLN LIBKABT— lEMALE SCHOOL 
OF Iin)U8TST— LE0I8LA.TIYZ COUNCIL CHAMBER-— THE AUS- 
TRALIAN CONSTITUTION — 8TDNET INTTRMART — ST. JAMR8*S 
CHURCH— SUFRRMB LAW COURT — HYDE-PARK— ST. MART'S 
CATHEDRAL— MUSEUM— 8TDNET COLLEGE — WOOLOOMOQLOO 
— ^DARLINOHURST. 

There are some streets of Sydney which contain 
no buildings of importance, and merit not especial 
notice. Others, for their mean and dirty appear* 
ance, for the disorderly, squalid, vainly-patched-up 
cottages, and for the immorality of the householders, 
deserve only to be mentioned because they cry 
aloud for reformation. But among the streets 
worthy of more than passing observation, Mac- 
quarie-street may assuredly be classed. 

Opposite to the entrance of the Domain, at the 
comer of Bent and Macquarie-streets, stands the 
Australian Library, a fine stone edifice, adorned 
with elegant Corinthian pilasters, and approached 
by a flight of fifteen steps. The Australian Sub- 
scription Library and Reading Rooms are under 
the management of a committee of twelve gentle- 
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men. ** The library ig open from ten a.m. to five 
P.M., snd the reading room from nine a.m. to nine 
P.X. Proprietors aro admitted by ballot, and pay 
an admiaaon fee of Bl,, and an annual subscription 
(A 21. ; sabscribers, also admitted by ballot, pay an 
annual subseription of 3^. Q^ntlemen, strangers to 
the colony, are admitted as honorary Biembers, on 
being introduced by two proprietors, to the use 
of the reading-room for three Inonths; but the 
priTilege of taking books out of the library is not 
eoncedod."^ Two or throe years ago the walls of 
the spacious reading-ioom of the library were 
graced with colonial paintings, many gentlemen 
haying lent their pictures -for the purpose of exhi- 
bition,, that a love of art might be fostered in the 
minds of the people A second exhibition of paint- 
ings was held last aotnnm ; and it is gratifying to 
find a taste for the fine arts shedding its human- 
ising influence over a people too long regardless 
of it Not many years ago, when a Parliamentary 
Committee was investigating the character of 
society in that colony, an inquiry by Sir Robert 
Peel, whether the emancipated convicts, who had 

* .^< New Soatb Wales Almanac." Sydney, 1848. 
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gained large fortunes, spent any of their thousands 
a-year in encouraging the arts, and collecting 
pictures, was replied to by the assurance, " that there 
were very few pictures, and no artists, in the colony." 
« It is to be hoped," writes the Rev. J. K Wal- 
pole, **that we shall not be long without our own 
school of taste, study, and design in this depart- 
ment, the preliminary steps having been taken 
for the formation* of a society in Sydney for tbis 
purpose, under the highest patronage; and such 
an undertaking deserves the support of every colo- 
nist who is aware of the proposed association. A 
mover of a resolution declared that among other 
things, the ends of good government are promoted 
by a cultivation of taste in art This is un« 
doubtedly true, when we recollect how such pur- 
suits both humanise the mind and induce habits 
of reflection, and also withdraw from sensual and 
debasing gratifications. Correct taste in architec- 
ture ought also, by this time, to be appreciated by 
the citizens of Sydney. Some chaste specimens 
already erected, and our own cathedral, now in 
progress, ought to excite the attention, at least, of 
those who pretend to a liberal turn of mind." — 
Recollections of Cambridge, Sydney, 1847. 
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We are delighted to record that the religiouB, 
benevolent, literary^ and scientific institations of 
Sydney have a patron, ever willing to assist the noble 
designs of the societies, which have been framed 
to promote the spiritual and temporal welfare of the 
people intmsted to his charge, thus following the 
bright example of his Sovereign, whose represen- 
tative he is. The Australian Diocesan Society, 
the Auxiliary Bible Society of New South Wales, 
the Benevolent Society, the Sydney Infirmary and 
Dispensary, the Australian Clerks' Provident So- 
ciety, the Australian Subscription Library, the 
Sydney Mechanics' School of Arts, the Australian 
Floral and Horticultural Society, the Australasian 
Botanic and Horticultural Society, the Sydney 
Savings Bank — all are patronised by the most 
exalted personage in the colony. There was one, 
too, whose memory the colonists of New South 
Wales will long cherish— one who, from her 
arrival at Sydney till her shocking and untimely 
death, gained the affections of the colonists by her 
amiability and benevolence. The Female School 
of Industry, to which our attention is now drawn, 
is under the management of a committee of twelve 
ladies, and was once under the patronage of the 
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illuBtiions personage to whom we Lave just alluded. 
Lady Mary Fitzroy. Upwards of forty girls are 
instructed in this excellent institution. The 
building itself is plain, and little worthy of notice, 
though its interior contains every accommodation. 
Before advancing along Macquarie-^sdreet^ we 
may glance at the offices of the Colonial Secretary 
and the Auditor-General, in Macquarie-place, asad 
of the Colonial Treasurer, near the foot of Bent^ 
street A long line of wooden buildings, on the 
northern side of Bent-street, is dignified with the 
title of the Government printing-office. To retiim 
to Macquarierstreet Opposite the School of In- 
dustry is a handsome terrace, at the southern end 
of which Hjanter-Btreet leads, at right angles, to^ 
wards George-street At the comer of Macquarie 
and Hunter-streets is the neat residence of the 
Attorney-General. And now the stranger notices 
a long plain building of brick, stuccoed, with a 
verandah round the upper story. Differing en- 
tirely from the gorgeous legislative pal9.ce at 
Westminster, the Legislative Council Chamber at 
Sydney possesses no exterior ornament but the 
royal arms sculptured over the «itrance-doors at 
the north wing pf the building, which are ap» 



BBCOLLEOnONS OF 8TDNET. 121 

proached by a lofty flight of etepe. The CJonncil 
Giamber stands some distance back from the 
street, from which it is separated by a row of iron 
palisades. Its walls echo the orations of a Bland, 
a Wentworlh, a Cowper, a Plnnkett, a Lowe, and 
other honourable members; the designs of the 
n<HnineeB of Ihe Grown being checked by the 
elected representatives of the people. Of the 
twenty-three elected members, two are returned 
for Sydney; one for Oiamberland boroughs; two for 
Gumberland county; one for Northumberland; 
one for Northumberland boroughs ; one for Argyle 
connty ; one for Hunter, Brisbane, and Bligh ; one 
for Batfanrst ; one for 8t, Vincent and Auckland ; 
one for Gloucester, Macquarie, and Stanley ; one 
for Murray ; one for Eoxburgh, Phillip, and Wei* 
Ungton ; one for Camden ; one for Durham ; one 
for Pioramatta ; and (Port Phillip, or Victoria, not 
for the present poBsessing its own separate Legis^' 
lative Assembly) one member for Melbourne, and 
five for the territory of Port Phillip. The General 
of thiB Forces, the Colonial Secretary, the Colonial 
Treasurer, the Auditor*General, the Attomey-Genis*- 
ral, and six nominees of the Crown, have abo their 
seats in the Legislative Council of New South Wales, 
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Speaker of the Council, 0. Nicholson, Esq.; 
Sergeant-at-arms, W. H. Christie, Esq. ; Clerk, W. 
Macpherson, Esq. The Executive Council con- 
sists of his Excellency the Governor, President ; 
Gen. Wynyard, Commander, of the Forces ; Hon. 
E. D. Thompson, Colonial Secretary; Hon. J. 
H Plunkett, Attorney-General; F. L. S. Mere- 
wether, Clerk. 

Three consents are necessary to the enactment 
of a law ; first, that of the Legislative Council, 
then of the Colonial, and, finally, of the Imperial 
Executive. 

The Australian constitution, according to the 
act now proceeding through tihe House of Com- 
mons, is modelled after that at present enjoyed by 
the colonists, the colony of Victoria having an in- 
dependent legislative assembly. It is well known 
that many of our legislators have desired to give 
two assemblies to each colony ; but it may be 
doubted whether the elements of aristocratic society 
have been sufficientiy infused into the Australian 
colonies to admit of the formation of both a higher 
and a lower Legislative Assembly. 

** The origin, the dispersion, the pursuits of the 
population, present serious obstacles to a compre- 
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hensive franchise ; and, as yet, the colonial world 
is not graced with a noble or a wealthy aristocracy." 
But if a double Chamber conld be formed, it is pro- 
bable it would not meet with Hie wishes of the 
colonists, who seem averse to any considerable de- 
viation from their present constitution. Whatever 
discussions may be raised on the matter, it seems 
likely that Lord J. Kussell's measure will, with a 
ew proper alterations, be carried through the 
English Legislature, and receive the Imperial 



On Monday, May 13, the Australian Colonies 
BUI was read a third time in the House of Com^ 
mons, and passed. 

Near the Legislative Council Chamber are the 
Colonial Hospital and the Sydney Infirmary and 
Dispensary, similar unassuming edifices of brick 
stuccoed, with verandahs round the upper story. 
Inspector-General of the Colonial Hospital, W. M. 
Dawson, Esq., M.D. 

Physicians of the Sydney Infirmary — John 
M'Farlane, Esq., MD., and Robert Mackintosh, 
Esq., M.D. Surgeons— -F. M'Crae, Esq., M.D., 
and Donald M'Ewen, Esq., M.D, The Dispensary 
is open every lawful day from one to three p.m. 
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Besident surgeon — ^H. Houston, Esq. The Infir- 
mary is under the directorship of twenty-five gentle- 
men ; and is as well conducted as any similar 
institution of tlie provincial towns of England. 

A little beyond the Infirmary, King-street leads 
at right angles from Macquarie-stsreet to Pitt and 
George-streets. Here there is a considerable open 
epafie, on the northern side of which, that is, at 
the comer of King and Macquarie-streets, is St 
James's Parsonage, a plain, old-fashioned stone 
edifice, part of which is occupied by the family of 
the Kev. 0. Priddle, and the remainder forms the 
office of H. K. James, Esq., Secretary to the 
Bishop of Sydney. On the east is Hyde^park 
Barrack-prison, a large red brick building. "The 
convicts are divided into three classes. The 
first consisting of the worst characters, who are em- 
ployed by Government in erecting public build-^ 
ings, making roads, building bridges, &c,; secondly, 
those who are assigned to private persons, and are 
employed by them as agricultural labourers, shep- 
herds, or menial servants ; thirdly, those who hold 
tickets of leave, entitling them to employ their 
time as they think it most advantageous to themr 
selves, but who are not allowed to leave tjie colony 
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nor the district which has been assigned for their 
residence. This class consists of those convicts 
who, in the state of assignment aforementioned, 
have escaped punishment for four, six, or eight 
years, according to the term of transportation. 
Those who have passed in the colony their respec- 
tive terms of transportation, or have been par- 
doned by Government, are termed emancipists, 
and generally prefer remaining in the colony to 
retnming to England/* — Penny Cychpadia. 

Convict snperintendent, Captain John McLean ; 
superintendent of Hyde-park Barracks, J. L. 
Ebrsey,. Esq, 

On the south of the square is Hyde-park ; and 
on the west stands St Jamec^s Church, a building 
of little ecclesiastical architectural pretensions. 
The exterior of the church consists of massive walls 
of red brick, adorned with stone porticoes, sup- 
ported by Doric columns, which cover the entrance- 
doors at the north-east and south-east comers, and 
at the centre of the north side, all of which are 
approached by lofty flights of steps. On the south 
side is a &lse portico, in imitation of that over the 
central door on the north side. At the western 
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end is a tower of red brick, surmouiited by a lofty 
spire, sheeted with iron. The interior of the edi- 
fice is famished with high pews, while a large 
gracefully-curving gallery rons ronnd the west, 
north, and east sides, supported by colnmnfi of 
imitated yellow marble. The gallery on the north 
side contains a powerful English-built organ, which 
accompanies, with its loud solemn tones, or softer 
and sweeter strains, the voices of the choristers, 
who chant the Psalms and other portions of the 
service. On the south side are the reading-desk 
and pulpit. In the former the prayers of the 
Church of England are read by the Bev. 0. Prid- 
dle, or by his brother-curate, the Rev. G. F. Mac- 
arthur ; while from the latter an impressive sermon 
is delivered by the Eev. Robert AUwood, B.A., 
the kind, patient, and laborious chaplain of the 
parish of St James. The communion-table stands 
at the eastern end of the nave, surrounded by low 
circular rails, and seeming to be in a curious posi- 
tion ; for rows of high pews extend round it on the 
north, east, and south sides, and the eastern gal- 
lery and the vestry are situate eastward of it The 
draperies of the pulpit and the communion-table 
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are of crimson velvet The congregation generally 
amounts to 1,000 or 1,200 persons, including some 
of the most repectable families in Sydney. 

West of St James's Church is the supreme Law 
Courts a large plain building of red brick, the prin- 
cipal entrance of which faces King-street There 
is a semi-circular staircase tower at the back of 
the edifice, which, according to report, was an 
afterthought of the builder. 

Ghief Justice, Sir Alfred Stephen ; Puisne 
Judges, Hon. Eoger Therry and W. A'Beckett, 
Esq.; Governor-General, J. H. Plunkett, Esq.; 
Solicitor-General, W. M. Manning, Esq.; Civil 
Crown Solicitor, G. C. Turner, Esq.; Criminal 
Solicitor, J. M. Dillon, Esq.; Prothonotary and 
Registrar of the Supreme Court, G. P. F. Gregory, 
Esq.; Clerk of the Court, John Gumer, Esq.; 
Sheriff, Adolphus W. Young, Esq. 

At the back of the Law Court is Hyde-park, an 
extensive piece of ground, divided into streets yet 
unbuilt, or but partially built upon. Proceeding 
along the most easterly street of Hyde-park, which 
constantly, during the long summer season, is 
enlivened by cricketers engaged at that manly 
sport, we have, on the left, St Mary's Cathedral, 
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the Seminary, and other handsome edifices per- 
taining to the principal Roman Catholic establish- 
ment in Sydney : they are of freestone, and have 
a pleasing and attractive appearance. The interior 
of the Cathedral, including the roof, is beautifolly 
fitted with polished cedar. The congregation is 
generally large, including chiefly the lower orders. 

Archbishop of Sydney, Most Rev. John Bede 
Folding; Vicar-General, Very Rev. H. G. Gre- 
gory, D.D.; Priest of St Mary's, Rev. Patrick 
Parrelly ; President of St Mary's Seminary, Rev. 
P. Halloran. 

South of St Mary's Cathedral is a neat edifice, 
in course of erection, to hold the numerous speci- 
mens belongmg to the Australian Museum, which 
are at present kept at the New Court House, Dar- 
linghurst The Museum is under the Erection of 
a committee of twenty gentlemen, and is open for 
public inspection every Wednesday, from ten a.m. 
to three p.m:. 

Beyond the Museum the long and neat frontage 
of Sydney College, erected of brick, stuccoed, 
arrests our attention. At this establishment from 
150 to 200 boys receive a good classical and com- 
mercial education. Head Master, D. Paterson, 
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Esq. The College is under the direction of a 
committee of eighteen gentlemen, and is the 
largest and best educational establishment in 
Sydney, though St. James's Grammar School, 
where a religious, classical, and commercial edu- 
cation are sedulously blended, under the direction 
of the Bishop of Sydney, would be preferable to 
'the sons of members of the Church of England. 
St. James's Grammar School is in Phillip-street — 
Rev. T. W. Bodenham, Master. 

To letum to Hyde-park; at its southern extre- 
mity is Lyons-terrace, the finest row of private 
houses in Sydney, handsomely erected of freestone, 
and adorned with porticoes, balconies, and veran- 
dahs. The families of Sir Alfred Stephen, General 
Wynyard, and other illustrious personages, reside 
in Lyons-terrace. To the east of Hyde-park, on 
the opposite ascent, stands the extensive suburb of 
Wooloomooloo, which commands a fine view of 
the harbour, and contains some excellent private 
residences, including those of the Lord Bishop of 
Sydney, and several of the gentry. 

Two roads lead through Hyde-park towards 
South Head, one passing by Lyons-terrace, and 
the large and massive Gaol and Court House, the 

K 
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other over the hill of Wooloomooloo, and down 
into the vale towards Rushcutters Bay, passing the 
small church at Darlinghurst. We need but 
regretfully allude to the conduct of the Rev. F. 
Russell, minister of that church, who, on the eve 
of admission to priests* orders, created, in conjunc- 
tion with the Rev. Mr. Beamish, a most painfid 
disturbance, by charging his diocesan with Pusey- 
ism. Mr. Russell (his case having been tried by 
the Gonsistorial Court appointed by the Bishop of 
Sydney) was suspended for two years. On 
Tuesday, the 7th of August, 1849, Mr. Lowe, one 
of the city members, moved in the Legislative 
Council for an "Address to his Excellency the 
Governor, praying that he would cause to be laid 
upon the table of the House copies of the proceed- 
ings of the so-called Gonsistorial Court, in the 
case of the Rev. Mr. Russell, and of all papers 
tending to throw light on the origin and jurisdic- 
tion of the said so-called Court." However eloquent 
Mr. Lowe's speech on the subject may have been, 
there can be little doubt of the validity of the 
sentence of the Consistorial Court The Bishop of 
Sydney could not surely be amenable to the Legis- 
lative Council in matters of Church discipline. 
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He could not " abandon his rightful prerogative 
and supremacy, or admit an inferiority where, by 
every rights he was, and ought to be, superior." 

Our regret that her own ministers should have 
inflicted i^ wound on the Ohurch of England — ^as a 
year before Messrs. Sconce and Makinson had 
done by their secession to the Church of Borne — 
has led us to notice thus far the case of Mr. 
RusselL We close our remarks by uniting in 
the wish of a faithful member of the Colonial 
Church: — "May the great Head of the Church 
bless, purify, and defend from error that portion 
of His visible Church which claims us as its 
members !" 



k2 
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CHAPTER VIII. 

CLIMATE or NEW 80UT^ WALES — ADVANTAGES OE THE COLON! — 
HINTS TO EMIGRANTS — COLONIAL H0UDAT8— CONCLUSION. 

The weather at Sydney is, for the most part, very 
fine and propitious, the sun shining brilliantly in 
the cloudless blue sky, and cheering the colonists 
with the warmth of his not too oppressive rays. 
The fine weather continues for six or seven weeks 
with but little variation, and then the rain falls 
heavily for a few days, after which the miry roads 
are speedily dried by the winds and sun. Hot 
winds, which are exceedingly oppressive, are not 
unfrequently felt at Sydney, and other parts of 
New South Wales. During the great drought of 
1838 a hot wind lasted at Bathurst three weeks I 
Their direction is from north-west, or a few points 
on either side of it ; and, what is remarkable, the 
bitter dry winter winds are from the same points. 
It is almost a corollary, that the evening of a hot- 
wind day brings up a " southerly buster," as we 
have heard the vulgar call it, very chill indeed, 
not only by contrast, but in reality, as Uiis wind 
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comes from the southerly region of the Australian 
Alps, which always have snow on them. The 
heat at Sydney is great, but the regular sea-breeze 
revives the drooping frame, and keeps people in 
perfect health and spirits. The highest to which 
the mercury has been known to rise in the sun 
was 127 deg. of Fahrenheit. This happened on 
the 16th of January, 1837. 

In May and June the winter sets in, strong 
westerly winds blow, the flowers fade, the leaves 
wither and Ml, and the . rain occasionally comes 
down with greater vehemence than during the 
summer; but frost and snow very rarely make 
their appearance at Sydney. To the salubrity of 
the climate may be traced the general longevity 
of the colonists ; and to this salubrity may par- 
tially be attributed the personal attractions of 
perhaps the majority of the young ladies of New 
South Wales. 

The following table of the mean temperature at 
Sydney is derived from the "Penny Cyclopaedia:" — 



July, 54 deg, 
August, 56 deg. 
September, 62 deg. 
October, 64 deg. 
November, 67 deg. 
December, 74 deg. 



January, 72 deg. 
Febmaiy, 75 deg. 
March, 71 deg. 
April, 68 deg. 
May, 61 deg. 
June, 58 deg. 
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The advantages of New Sontih Wales are the 
salubrity of the climate (though, we must remark, 
that the heat in sommer at Richmond, and many 
other places, is far more intense, and the cold in 
winter much greater, than at Sydney), ample 
remuneration for labour, and abundance of cheap 
provisions. The average daily wages of mechanics 
and artizans are five or six shillings. Carpenters, 
bricklayers, masons, coopers, painters, glaziers, 
coach-builders, wheelwrights, tailors, bootmakers, 
butchers, bakers — all, indeed, by whose skill and 
labour the chief necessaries of life are prepared 
and provided, are almost certain of meeting with 
constant employment in the towns and villages of 
New South Wales. The pastoral character of the 
country is a guarantee that shepherds will always 
be in requisition. It is not unusual for the artizan 
to relinquish his trade, preferring, at least for a 
time, steady work as a shepherd to but partial 
employment as a mechanic. The wages of a 
shepherd vary from 201. to 30t per amium, with 
weekly rations " of lOlbs. flour, lOlbs. meat, 
21bs. sugar, and 4oz. tea, with the use of a hut, 
or lodging, free." Agricultural labourers obtain 
the same wages and rations as shepherds. The 
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annual wages of female domestic servants are 
generally 151., with plentifdl rations, and honse 
accommodation. If diligence and steady good 
condnct meet with their reward in overcrowded 
England, it is undeniable that the colonial labourer, 
in a country where his services are earnestly 
desired, where higher wages are readily given, 
where the necessaries of life are more than suffi- 
cient for the requirements of the people, stands 
a much fairer chance of success, if he will but 
prefer an industrious life in the bush to a frequent 
holiday-making at Sydney.. It is worse than 
useless for the shepherd, the farm-labourer, or the 
artizan, to adopt the practice of many engaged in 
similar employments, who visit the metropolis 
annually, for the purpose of indulging in a spree, 
and, having expended their wages most liberally 
for the benefit of the publicans, return to their 
work m the interior, losers iq pocket, in bodily 
strength, and in reputation. 

"The duties of a shepherd in New South -Wales 
are exceedingly simple. A flock usually consists 
of from 400 to 500 ewes, or from 600 to 1,000 
dry sheep ; three flocks being folded at one sta- 
tion. The shepherd is required to take his sheep 
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from the fold in the morning, not later than an 
honr after snnrise ; to keep sight of them on the 
pastures throughout the day, and to bring them 
back at sunset to the fold. They are then counted 
over, and left in charge of the night watchman, 
whose duty it is to take care of the flocks in the 
folds until the morning, when each flock is again 
counted, and delivered over to the shepherd. In 
the lambing season, on well managed^ establish- 
ments, the ewes about to lamb are withdrawn from 
the flock and kept separate, under the care either 
of the watchman or some other person appointed 
for the purpose, for a few days, until the lambs 
are strong enough to travel with the flock. At 
shearing time, the flocks are brought in rotation 
to the home station, to be washed and shorn. It 
is then the shepherd's business (unless he be also a 
shearer) to follow his sheep and take care that they 
are kept as free as possible from any kind of dirt, 
until the fleece is in a fit state to shear, which in 
general is the case about the third or fourth day 
after the washing. 

" From this account of the ordinary duty of a 
shepherd in New South Wales, it will be seen 
tihat al^iost an^ o|ie ia capbl^ of taking charge of 
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a flock. Sheep are subject to very few diseases, 
and with the treatment of these either the master 
or the overseer will be conversant. In such cases, 
the shepherd has only to follow diligently the 
directions he may receive from those under whose 
superintendence he is placed ; and if possessed of 
common intelligence, he will soon be capable of 
acting for himself. In fact, a weaver or button- 
maker, after a few months' experience, will gene- 
rally prove a better shepherd in New South Wales 
than the man who, having been brought up a 
shepherd in England, may have acquired habits 
or prejudices exceedingly difficult to shake off, 
however unsuitable to the new position in which 
he is placed. In proof of this, it may be noticed 
that some of the best superintendents of sheep in 
the colony are natives of London, Manchester, and 
Birmingham, and that few professed English or 
Scotch shepherds are intrusted with the care even 
of a single flock. 

'' The duty of a watchman is as easy as that of 
a shepherd ; he sleeps by the fold, in a watch-box, 
trusting to his dogs to awaken him in case of the 
approach of the native dog or any other cause of 
alarm ; he counts the sheep in and out, and shifts 



188 RECOLLECnONB OF SYDNEY. 

the hurdles. Nor is the life of a shepherd at all 
irksome to those who have been accustomed to 
sedentary occupations ; on the contrary, such per- 
sons have in various instances become strongly 
attached to it; which will not seem surprising, 
when it is considered that it is a life of very great 
ease and freedom from care. Indeed, it is com- 
monly remarked of the shepherds, that they are 
more healthy, and seem much more cheerfcd and 
contented, than any other class of farm-servants." — 
Report from Committee of Legislative Council^ 
Sydney, July, 1841. 

Great Britain has sent shipload after shipload of 
emigrants, but the field is yet open ; the demand 
for labourers has not ceased — ^the prospects of the 
carefiil shepherd, agricultural labourer, or mechanic, 
are bright and cheering. But there are higher 
classes of emigrants, to whom we may say a few 
words. The sons of English farmers, with a 
capital of 200^. or 300^. ; men " reared to country 
life, brought up under the eye of parents, and 
their rougher natures softened down by the gentle 
influence of sisters; reared on the principle of 
paying twenty shillings to the pound, and ignorant 
of those petty and dishonest tricks of buying what 
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they know they cannot reasonably expect to be 
able to pay for" — such men are likely to prosper 
in the colony. Such men will be prepared for 
the necessary toils of agriculture ; and their careful 
industry will doubtless be rewarded by a double 
harvest We can give no better advice to such 
intending emigrants than that on their arrival 
they should lay up their capital for two or three 
years in one of the Sydney banks, proceed into 
the interior, and engage as assistants to expe- 
rienced settlers. At the expiration of that time 
they would be less liable to imposition in the 
purchase of land or stock. There are too many 
designing persons in New South Wales, whose 
sole object is to gain the highest price for their 
lands, cattle, or sheep, caring little whether the 
property they sell be good, bad, or indifferent 

The new comer, if not on his guard, may find 
that he has purchased land liable to be flooded in 
the rainy season, or land with no water at all ; or 
he may discover that the title is disputed, for 
landed property has in many places clianged 
owners more than half a dozen times. A personal 
inspection of land or stock before purchase is in- 
dispensable. 

" Land is sold to the agriculturist of middling 
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means, or the labouring man, at not less than one 
pound per acre. But the possessor of 4,000 sheep, 
or 640 head of cattle (which are considered equi- 
valent in New South Wales) can obtain land 
enough to depasture his stock upon (that is, abont 
12,000 acres) for ten pounds per annum, with a 
seven or fourteen years' lease, according to the 
situation of the lands. 

" The reduction of the price of waste land in 
Australia to five shillings per acre has often been 
reconmiended by the legislature of New South 
Wales." — Byrne's Australia. 

Mr. Dickens has kindly permitted the compiler 
of these Reminiscences to make a few quotations 
from " A Bundle of Emigrants' Letters," written 
to serve no purpose, to support no theory, but 
simply to relate how they are doing, and what they 
know about the country, and to express their 
desire to have their dearest relatives and friends 
about them : — 

" My dear Brother and Sister, — 

" I now take this opportunity of writing a more 
lengthened letter than my last which I wrote in haste. 

o o o o 

I suppose your wife will laugh at me making so 
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bold to Say &o but She must forgive me and she 
must say so in your next letter to me my kind 
love to her and your Children and I hope I shall 
have that happiness of seeing you all with me 
before this time 12 months. I will try to make 
you all as comfortable as my Oircumstances will 
admit please the Almighty to spare me but I have 
my troubles in another way to yours. 

o o o o 

Should it be afl I anticipe, then it will be Ten times 
better than England as you Say you can scarcely 
keep the wolf from the Door but here you can 
for you Can and we do buy a sheep at a time from 
4s 6d to 6s each oftentimes a milking cow from 
£1, 0, 0, to thirty shillings sometimes less a sack 
of flour of 200 weight of the best quallity for one 
pound sugar 2d J per lb. Is 6d per lb for Tea." 

The same encouragement may fairly be held 
out to persons able and willing to labour, whose 
choice might lead them to New South Wales 
rather than to Victoria. The influx of emigrants 
must have been efficacious in reducing exorbitant 
wages ; but the words of an Australian plough- 
man (once a convict, now a respectable and wealthy 
man, with a station and farm of his own, and, in 
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fine, a happy husband and father) are not less 
true than cheering. " Tell the wretched and the 
starving how honest, sober labour is sure of a full 
reward here. Tell them that here poverty may 
be turned to competence, crime to repentance and 
happiness. And pray tell the great gentlemen 
who rule ns that we much need both preachers 
and teachers in this wide bush of Australia, but 
that it is virtuous wives who rule us most, and, in 
a lovely land, make the difference between happi- 
ness and misery." 

One more peep into the "Budget of Letters," 
and we have done. 

" It would be well, if possible," writes one who 
had been sent out as a labouring man, but now 
holds an influential position at Sydney, " to advise 
all persons, before leaving home, not upon any 
account to hang about the purlieus of Sydney, or 
the other towns of the interior, for a dislike is 
generally acquired in those places for a bush life.'* 

A clergyman of the Church of England writes 
thus : — 

" Sydney is at present crowded with respectable 
young men; bankers* ai^d merchants' clerks, artists, 
and such kind of people, are not wanted at all, so 
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that mauy of them, having but small means, are 
quite in despair. They are almost useless to the 
settlers and people in the bnsh, and can find no 
occnpation in town, and are therefore liable to 
every temptation." — Household Words, Con- 
ducted by Mr. Charles Dickens. 

With reference to the passage to New South 
Wales, the wealthier class, availing themselves of 
the comforts and even luxuries of cabin fare, in- 
cluding an abundant daily supply of wines, spirits, 
and fresh and preserved provisions, would pay 
from 50?. to 80?. for the voyage. The interme- 
diate passage, with inferior provisions and accomo- 
dation, would cost from 25?. to 40?. Steerage 
passage, also including provisions, from 15?. to 20?. 
A ship regularly engaged in the trade from Lon- 
don to Sydney should be preferred. " The Colonial 
Land and Emigration Commissioners, of 7, Park- 
street, Westminster, grant free passages (including 
provisions and all necessary medical aid) to good 
agricultural labourers, shepherds, female domestics, 
And farm-servants and dairymaids. A few country 
mechanics, such as blacksmiths, carpenters, brick- 
layers, and wheelwrights, are also forwarded. 
None but those who can be well recommended for 
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industry, sobriety, and ability in their callings, are 
accepted. Applicants for free passages are bound 
to find their own outfits, and to have not less than 
a certain quantity of clothing. One pound must 
be paid also for each adult, and ten shillings for 
each child under fourteen." Ample information 
respecting the emigration system carried out under 
her Majesty's Commissioners, is supplied in 
" Byme*s Australia," from which we have quoted 
the above. We may add, that 'the necessary funds 
are derived from the sale of waste Crown lands 
in the colonies. It is but justice to the Emigration 
Commissioners to state that Earl Mountcashell's 
sweeping charge against them was not well 
grounded ; for though " great abuses and indecent 
conduct have been allowed and connived at in 
some emigrant vessels, yet the ships are, for the 
most part, good, well-provisioned and disciplined. 
Though no less than thirty thousand emigrated to 
Australia in the year 1848, no general complaints 
have been made against the ships in which, and 
the officers under whom, they performed the 
voyage." 

It is well known that the majority of emigrants 
prefer America to Australia. Among the objec- 
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tions we have heard against the Australian settle- 
ments, we may mention the immense distance, the 
taxes, and the dissatisfaction of some who have 
returned. Beginning with the latter, it may be 
noticed that the complaints are rather of the few 
than of the majority, and that it is impossible in 
the best country for none to meet with adversity. 
It is suJ9&cient that, generally, the sober, indus- 
trious, prudent man, whether of a higher or lower 
grade of life, meets there with a large reward. The 
taxes are comparatively light, even at Sydney; 
though house-rent is high, both in the metropolis 
and many of the towns in the interior. The 
price of land, too, is certainly too high. The 
distance from England might be deemed rather an 
advantage than otherwise, as stimulating the colo- 
nist to a steady attachment to the labours of his 
calling in a land from which there is little proba- 
bility of his return to his English home — ^for some 
years, at all events. The free emigrant, especially 
if encircled by some members of his family, will 
soon become attached to the beautifol clime he has 
adopted. We question whether the man who has 
long resided in the colony, whose family of youth- 
ful Australians have a brighter prospect of a suc- 

L 
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cessfiil eettlement in New Sonth Wales than in 
England, would prefer a return to the home he has 
long relinquished* 

** The 68,000 emancipated conTicts now in 
Australia are there nmcli better reformed Hmn in 
England, where, branded with the infamy of their 
past crimes, they would probably sink deeper and 
deeper in guilt There they hare accumulated 
wealth, and become gradually respected members 
of society, with care and general propriety of con- 
duct House property in Sydney chiefly beloi^ 
to emancipists." — The Times, 

The practice generally prevails throughout tibe 
colony of sowing wheat, or wheat and maise 
alternately, year after year ; but such a rotati<Hiy 
it is evident, is injurious to the soil, which is 
expected to yield a double crop yearly, without 
any relaxation, if we may so term it The con- 
sequence of this system, even in the case of the 
most fertile land, is the prevention of the crop 
coming to perfection by the springing up of innu- 
merable weeds. The settler then allows it to lie 
fallow for some years, clearing fresh land, and 
persisting in his wonted destructive practice with 
the new as with that which his lack of thought- 
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folnesft had rendered mifit for Berrice. The skilfol 
and oareM fumer will abstain from such a syB- 
tern, sowing his land with wheat, tomips, barley, 
grasseS) and peas, in soccession. This rotation 
will oocnpy a period of four years ; but it is 
doubtless more profitable to have bnt five crops 
in four years, than to rnin the land by a series of 
seven or eight crops in the same space of time. 

The demand for barley for malting is steadily 
advancing ; and the immense increase in the num- 
bers of live stock, seeming to necessitate a snpply 
of artificial food nearer Sydney, may teach the 
sutler the expediency of sowing grasses ; and so 
he may be led to adopt the proper system of rota- 
tion aforementioned. 

The settler labours under a great disadvantage 
from the flnctnation of the market prices. In 
seasons of plenty the supply is much greater than 
the demand; and the consequent diminution of 
the price of grain induces the &rmer to sow a less 
quantity the next season; so that he has not 
unfrequently to struggle against the difiictdties 
produced by abundance and low prices, succeeded 
by scarcity and high prices. The settler will be 
much bendited if he keep his love of horticulture 

l2 
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in the back ground, at least for a time. Though 
a few vegetables and fruit-trees should be culti- 
vated, for the supply of his domestic wants, he 
should devote his capital "^and labour as much as 
possible to the farm, '' clearing and enclosing land 
for grain crops, and erecting the most necessary 
buildings." 

It may be as well here briefly to mention the 
fruits grown to advantage in the colony. English 
peaches and nectarines of unrivalled excellence; 
apricots not quite so productive ; apples and pears 
as good as in the mother country; plums and 
cherries not so good ; figs and grapes marvellously 
rich and abundant; thirst-quenching melons and. 
water-melons in great variety and plenty ; goose- 
berries, currants, and raspberries, scarce, in con- 
sequence of their fondness for a cooler climate ; 
oranges and lemons, on the other hand, thriving 
prosperously; Chinese loquots, resembling our 
yellow plums in size and appearance, nearly as 
abundant as peaches ; quinces, mulberries, guavas, 
and bananas, plentifdl and good. 

To return to agriculture — ^the red wheat is sown 
late, and ripens early ; while the creeping wheat 
is sown early, and occupies a longer time in its 
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growth. These wheats are most usually grown^ 
though the Macquarie wheat, a native of Syria, 
introduced by Governor Macquarie, is plentiful. 
The average quantity of seed per acre is two 
bushels. 

" Maize, both white, yellow, and purple, thrives 
very well, and forms an excellent food for horses, 
swine, and poultry. 

" Barley, oats, rye, and peas may be brought to 
perfection on suitable soils." 

Light colonial-built carts, costing about 122., 
are generally used by the agriculturists; waggons 
are very seldom employed ; but drays, for the 
most part drawn by oxen, are in great requisition, 
especially for the carriage of stores into the 
interior. Swing-ploughs are generally ~ used by 
the colonists ; simply-constructed harrows are 
employed for covering seed ; only the most neces- 
sary implements are used, all expensive and com- 
plicated agricultural machinery being unknown. 
The settler has more need to expend his capital on 
the cultivation and improvement of his land than 
on any costly and ornamental buildings. His. 
cottage, simply and conveniently furnished with 
the necessary utensils, and comprising five or six 
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rooms on the ground floor only, with a wide 
verandah in fronts is genexally bnilt of wood, and 
is very properly deficient in ornamental grandeor. 
Adjoiningthe house there shonld be a krge and small 
yard, with pens and bams for cattle. Com£>rtable 
huts for the labourers should be erected of logs, 
pLsBtered, with a shingle roof and brick chimneys. 
Stables are not much required, the health of the 
horses suffering no injury from exposure day and 
night to the open air ; but granaries, and buildii^ 
for carts, implements, harness, (&c.,are indispensable. 

An enclosure of pasture land for working cattle 
is also necessary. ''Land is generally enclosed 
with poet and rail fences, executed in a style of 
great neatness and stability. The prices at -vdiich 
it is peformed are, for four-railed, Ss. 6d. ; for 
three-railed, 2s. 6d. ; and for two-railed. Is. 9d. 
per rod. The best woods for the purpose are the 
blue gum, iron-bark, stringy-bark and box-trees." 
[AtldnsorCs Guide to Agriculture and Grazing 
in New South Wales, London: Cross and Son, 
18, Holbom. To which useful work the author 
is indebted for some of the foregoing hints.] 

The principal holidays at Sydney, and in New 
South Wales generally, are the Foundation of the 
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Colony, January 26, and her Majesty's Birthday, 
May 24. We well remember the commemoration 
of the 26th January, 184S, by what may fairly be 
termed the national sport of the colony, boat- 
radng. The yerdnre round the beautifbl bays of 
the harbour was vivid in the luxuriance which the 
late rains had caused, whilst the glancing waters, 
fresh with the breeze that prevailed throughout 
the day, w^e studded by a thousand boats of every 
description, aU freighted with life and gaiety; 
and round the harbour, from every point com^- 
manding a view of the course prescribed for the 
contesting boats, gay parties were assembled. 
The band of the 99th Regiment was in attendance, 
and discoursed most eloquent music ; and at noon a 
royal salute was fired from Fort Phillip. On the 
morning of May 24:th, 1848, a large company were 
assembled in the Domain, to witness the review of 
the 99th Regiment, under the directions of Q-eneral 
Wynyard. There was also a spirited regatta on 
Darling Harbour, got up by the inhabitants of 
Pyrmont. The ball usually given at Government- 
house was omitted, in consequence of the melan- 
choly fate of Lady Mary Fitzroy in the preceding 
November. 
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A lover of his adopted cotmtry has declared 
that " for her poptilation, the colony of New South 
Wales is the most wealthy, enterprising, orderly, 
and loyal of the possessions of Great Britain." 
Many can witness that the generous and hospitable 
character of Englishmen is not lost amid the soli- 
tudes of the bush. Few will be bold enough to 
deny the excellence of the pasture-land, the fer- 
tility, for the most part, of the arable soil, and the 
delightful salubrity of the climate. The expe- 
rience of the writer of these Reminiscences has 
been almost exclusively confined to the metro- 
polis of New South Wales. He may regret the 
blemishes that stain the character of many of its 
inhabitants;, but as much that is good and beau- 
tiful in that city is conjured up before his " mind's 
eye " by the potent wand of memory, he is ready 
to appropriate to it the words with which England 
was affectionately invoked by one of her poets — 

" Sydney I with aU thy faults, I love thee stilL'* 
And fervently desiring the welfare of his colonial 
fellow-countrymen, he humbly offers the prayer 
breathed forth in their own motto, "Advance, 
Australia I" 

The terminus of our pleasant labours reminds 
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MB of the cessation of man's hard toil, when night 
spreads her veil over the sleeping face of nature. 
Hush! "'Tis night, gorgeous, glorious night; 
but even in the silence of yon deep blue heaven 
there is a sound heard by the soul, like grand 
melodious thunder, its boom deadened into music 
by the concave in which it rolls " 

Night is the time when, unreBtrained, hunts forth each fond 

emotion ; 
With the speed of thought oni spirit* s harqne is wafted o*er the 

ocean. 
We hmd ! we land !^n the deep red sand of that distant shore we 

tread, 
The star-gemmed arch of that southern sky wide stretches o'er 

our head. 
With cheerful heart, *mid ne*er-forgot Australian scenes we roam, 
And hy-gone friendship welcomes us to its fair city home : 
We would embrace : the dream-formed shapes flit silently away ; 
Startled^ they shun the orient sun, and the brightly-dawning day. 



THE END. 
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